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Technology and the Loss of Personal Privacy

Writing Lesson, Examples & Practice Questions

How to Write a Discursive Essay in English: Technology and the Loss of Personal
Privacy

A discursive essay is one of the most common and demanding tasks in the Cambridge C1 Advanced (CAE)
examination. In this type of essay, you are required to present and evaluate two competing perspectives on
a complex issue, demonstrate critical thinking, and arrive at a justified conclusion. Rather than simply listing
opinions, a high-scoring C1 essay synthesises evidence, concedes opposing viewpoints with sophistication,
and employs a consistently formal, impersonal academic register throughout.

The topic of technology and the loss of personal privacy is an ideal subject for discursive writing at C1
level. It is globally relevant, intellectually rich, and demands nuanced evaluation rather than superficial
argument. Real-world contexts include debates over government surveillance programmes, the monetisation
of personal data by technology corporations, facial recognition systems in public spaces, and the vulnerability
of private communications to third-party interception.

In the Cambridge C1 Advanced examination, your discursive essay will typically be written in response to a
prompt asking you to discuss two viewpoints and present your own justified position. The target length is
220-260 words, and you are expected to demonstrate range, accuracy, and cohesion at an advanced level.

Essential Writing Rules and Sentence Structure

1. Thesis-Led Opening Paragraph

Your introduction must contextualise the debate and present a clear, arguable thesis statement. Avoid
announcing what you intend to do ("In this essay, | will discuss...") — instead, make your position or the
central tension immediately apparent.

Weak (avoid): In this essay | will talk about technology and privacy.

Strong (use): Seldom has the tension between technological advancement and individual civil liberties
provoked such widespread public anxiety as it does in the current digital age.

2. Nominalisation

C1 writing demands nominalisation — converting verb and adjective phrases into noun phrases to create an
academic, impersonal tone.

* Avoid: When governments surveilled citizens without consent, it eroded trust.

¢ Use: Unauthorised governmental surveillance has precipitated a profound erosion of public trust.

3. Complex Sentence Architecture
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Combine non-finite clauses, relative clauses, and passive constructions to demonstrate syntactic range. Avoid
a sequence of short, simple sentences, which will significantly reduce your score for grammatical range.

* Non-finite clause: Having weighed the evidence on both sides, one must conclude that legislative reform is
urgently required.

» Inversion for emphasis: Not until robust data protection frameworks are established will individuals enjoy
genuine digital security.

¢ Cleft sentence: What remains incontrovertible is that the commodification of personal data poses a systemic
threat to civil liberties.

4. Impersonal and Formal Register

Maintain a consistently impersonal, formal register throughout. Avoid contractions, colloquial expressions, and

first-person assertions unless you are presenting a carefully hedged personal conclusion.

e Avoid: It's really worrying how companies get hold of our data.

e Use: The manner in which technology corporations acquire and exploit consumer data is a matter of
considerable legitimate concern.

5. Punctuation at C1 Level

Accurate, sophisticated punctuation is a marker of C1 proficiency. Pay particular attention to the following:

* Semicolons between two closely related independent clauses: Data collection has become ubiquitous; its
regulation, however, remains deeply inadequate.

 Commas after fronted adverbials and sentence adverbs: Notwithstanding the stated benefits, the risks to
individual privacy are considerable.

» Parenthetical dashes or commas for embedded clauses: The proliferation of smart devices — many of
which collect data continuously — represents a significant vulnerability.

I Useful Linking Words and Cohesive Devices

At C1 level, your choice of cohesive devices must reflect sophistication and precision. Overusing basic
connectors such as also, but, or and will reduce your score for lexical resource and cohesion. The following
table presents advanced connectors appropriate for a C1 discursive essay on technology and privacy.

Connector [ Phrase Function [ Use Example Sentence

. . Seldom has a technological development so
Inversion for dramatic . .
Seldom has... . ) fundamentally redefined the boundaries of
emphasis at the opening .
personal privacy.

. . Notwithstanding the security benefits of mass
) . Formal concession (despite, . o L o .
Notwithstanding L surveillance, its implications for civil liberties
even considering) L
cannot be dismissed.

. This position is defensible inasmuch as it
Introducing a reason or . .
Inasmuch as o acknowledges both the utility and the inherent
justification . )
risks of data collection.
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Connector [ Phrase Function [ Use

. Conceding a minor point
Albeit i
within a clause

In light of the prevailing Drawing a conclusion from

evidence evidence

What remains Cleft sentence asserting a

incontrovertible is that key argument

Be that as it Acknowledging a point
e that as it ma
Y before countering it

. . Formal contrast after
In spite of the foregoing .
previous argument

To substantiate this Introducing supporting

contention evidence or elaboration

Upon rigorous evaluation Formal concluding phrase

. Introducing a strong
A compelling case can .
argument without
be made for . ]
overstating certainty

While this may

o Refuting a seemingly valid
superficially appear

argument
sound...

Example Sentence

The technology offers demonstrable benefits,
albeit at a considerable cost to individual
autonomy.

In light of the prevailing evidence, a
comprehensive legislative response appears not
merely advisable but essential.

What remains incontrovertible is that unchecked
data harvesting poses a systemic risk to
democratic values.

Be that as it may, the case for unrestricted data
collection is considerably weakened by
documented abuses.

In spite of the foregoing, proponents of
surveillance technology continue to argue for its
expansion.

To substantiate this contention, one need only
examine the Cambridge Analytica scandal of
2018.

Upon rigorous evaluation, it becomes apparent
that voluntary consent must form the cornerstone
of any privacy framework.

A compelling case can be made for the view that
privacy is a fundamental, non-negotiable human
right.

While this may superficially appear sound, closer
scrutiny reveals significant methodological and
ethical flaws.

Model Writing Sample: Technology and the Erosion of Personal Privacy

The following model essay is written to the Cambridge C1 Advanced (CAE) standard: 220—260 words, formal
discursive register, sophisticated syntax, and advanced cohesive devices. Read it carefully, noting the
annotated structure.

Exam Prompt: Your class has been discussing the impact of modern technology on personal privacy. Your
teacher has asked you to write an essay addressing the following question: To what extent does modern
technology represent an unacceptable threat to personal privacy? Write your essay in 220—260 words.
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[INTRODUCTION — Contextualisation and Thesis]

Seldom has a technological development so fundamentally redefined the boundaries of personal privacy as
the proliferation of interconnected digital systems in the twenty-first century. The central tension between the
demonstrable utility of data-driven technology and its capacity to erode individual civil liberties has sparked
considerable controversy amongst policymakers, ethicists, and the general public alike.

[BODY PARAGRAPH 1 — First Perspective: Technology as a Threat]

A compelling case can be made for the view that modern surveillance technology constitutes an unacceptable
infringement upon personal privacy. The routine harvesting of consumer data by technology corporations,
frequently conducted without meaningful informed consent, enables the construction of extraordinarily
detailed behavioural profiles. What remains incontrovertible is that such data — once commodified —
becomes inherently vulnerable to misuse, as the Cambridge Analytica controversy powerfully demonstrated.
Furthermore, the unchecked expansion of facial recognition systems in public spaces represents a qualitative
shift towards a form of pervasive social monitoring that many civil liberties organisations rightly characterise
as incompatible with democratic values.

[BODY PARAGRAPH 2 — Second Perspective: Concession and Counter-argument]

Notwithstanding these legitimate concerns, it would be intellectually dishonest to overlook the substantial
security benefits that data collection affords. Inasmuch as real-time surveillance has demonstrably assisted
law enforcement agencies in preventing serious criminal activity, a blanket prohibition on data use would be
both impractical and counterproductive. Be that as it may, the absence of robust regulatory frameworks
renders even well-intentioned data collection susceptible to abuse.

[CONCLUSION — Justified Synthesis]

Upon rigorous evaluation, it becomes apparent that modern technology does indeed pose a significant, albeit
not insurmountable, threat to personal privacy. The implementation of stringent, transparent data governance
legislation — underpinned by a principle of genuine informed consent — represents the most viable path
towards reconciling technological innovation with the preservation of fundamental civil liberties.

Word count: 258 words

Model Text Annotation

Paragraph Function Key C1 Features Used

Contextualises the debate;

Introducti presents the central tension Inversion (Seldom has...); nominalisation (proliferation,
ntroduction
without announcing the essay's erosion); formal lexis (sparked considerable controversy)
structure

Cleft sentence (What remains incontrovertible is that...);
Presents and develops the ) . .
Body . passive reporting (frequently conducted); specific
primary argument (technology as . :
Paragraph 1 threat) example (Cambridge Analytica); advanced adverbs
rea
(powerfully, inherently)

. . . Formal concession (Notwithstanding, Be that as it may);
Body Concedes the opposing viewpoint . .
o conditional reasoning (lnasmuch as...); hedged
Paragraph 2 before qualifying it . .
qualification (susceptible to abuse)

freetestenglish.com Page 4 of 41


https://freetestenglish.com/

Paragraph Function Key C1 Features Used

. . Evaluative phrase (Upon rigorous evaluation);
Synthesises both perspectives . . . .
. . o concessive qualifier (albeit not insurmountable);
Conclusion and delivers a justified, nuanced . . . )
. nominalisation (implementation, preservation,
verdict .
reconciling)

Key Phrases and Sentence Starters

Introducing Your Position and Framing the Debate

e Seldom has [topic] provoked such widespread public anxiety as...

¢ The question of whether [X] represents a threat to [Y] has become increasingly pertinent in light of...

It is widely contended that modern technology has fundamentally altered the landscape of personal privacy.

e The debate surrounding [topic] is characterised by two broadly opposing schools of thought.

Central to this debate is the tension between [X] and [Y].

Presenting Arguments and Evidence

¢ A compelling case can be made for the view that...

¢ To substantiate this contention, one need only consider...

e The findings are purported to demonstrate that...

¢ In light of the prevailing evidence, it seems reasonable to conclude that...

¢ What remains incontrovertible is that...

e Itis widely acknowledged that the commodification of personal data poses...

¢ The proliferation of [X] has precipitated a significant erosion of...

Contrasting and Conceding Points

+ Notwithstanding these legitimate concerns, it would be misleading to suggest that...

* While this may superficially appear sound, closer scrutiny reveals that...

+ Be that as it may, the absence of [X] renders even well-intentioned [Y] susceptible to...
* Albeit a persuasive argument, this position fails to account for...

¢ |n spite of the foregoing, proponents of [X] continue to argue that...

* One must acknowledge, however, that [opposing point] without necessarily accepting that...

Concluding and Recommending

e Upon rigorous evaluation, it becomes apparent that...

« All things considered, the evidence strongly suggests that...

e To recapitulate, the most defensible position holds that...

e Having weighed the contradictory evidence, one must conclude that...
* The implementation of [X] represents the most viable path towards...

e |t is, ultimately, the responsibility of [governments / legislators [/ society] to ensure that...
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Common Writing Mistakes to Avoid

Mistake 1: Comma Splice (Joining Two Independent Clauses with Only a Comma)

X Data collection is widespread, it is largely unregulated.

Data collection is widespread; it is, however, largely unregulated.

Two independent clauses cannot be joined by a comma alone at C1 level. Use a semicolon, a coordinating
conjunction (and, but, yet), or restructure as a complex sentence.

Mistake 2: Register Inconsistency (Slipping into Colloquial Language)

X it's pretty obvious that tech companies are just after our data for profit.

It is widely evident that technology corporations exploit consumer data primarily for commercial
gain.

Contractions, informal intensifiers (pretty, just, really), and colloquial phrasing are entirely inappropriate in a
formal C1 discursive essay. Maintain a consistently academic register throughout.

Mistake 3: Confusing 'Despite' and 'In Spite Of' with a Clause

X Despite the technology poses significant risks, some governments continue to expand surveillance.
Despite the significant risks posed by the technology, some governments continue to expand
surveillance.

'‘Despite’ and 'in spite of' must be followed by a nhoun phrase or a gerund (-ing form), never by a full clause

with a subject and finite verb. Use 'although' or 'even though' if you wish to introduce a full clause.

Mistake 4: Missing Comma After a Fronted Adverbial or Discourse Marker

X Notwithstanding these concerns the benefits of surveillance technology are undeniable.
Notwithstanding these concerns, the benefits of surveillance technology are undeniable.

A comma is obligatory after fronted adverbials and discourse markers such as 'Notwithstanding/,
'Furthermore), 'In light of this), and 'Having considered the evidence' Omitting it is a punctuation error that
reduces cohesive clarity.

Mistake 5: Weak or Vague Thesis Statement in the Introduction

X In this essay, | will look at the good and bad sides of technology and privacy.

The central tension between the utility of data-driven technology and its capacity to erode
individual civil liberties demands both critical scrutiny and urgent legislative attention.
Announcing your essay's structure in a mechanical way is a characteristic of B1 writing, not C1. Your
introduction should immediately frame the intellectual tension and signal your analytical approach.

Mistake 6: Imprecise Collocation Undermining Formal Tone

X Technology has made a big effect on personal privacy in modern society.

Technology has exerted a profound and far-reaching influence on the nature of personal privacy in
the contemporary era.

At C1 level, precise collocation is essential. Use 'exert influence' (not 'make an effect'), 'spark controversy'
(not 'cause arguments'), 'wreak havoc' (not 'cause a lot of problems'), and 'cast doubt upon' (not 'make
people doubt’).
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I Writing Checklist and Practice Task

C1 Discursive Essay — Pre-Submission Checklist

Criterion Check

Have | written between 220 and 260 words?

Does my introduction contextualise the debate without announcing the essay's structure
mechanically?

Have | presented and developed two distinct perspectives with supporting reasoning?

Have | used at least one inversion (e.g. Se/ldom has..., Not until...) for emphasis?

Have | used at least one cleft sentence (e.g. What remains incontrovertible is that...)?

Have | used nominalisation to create an academic, impersonal tone throughout?

Have | used sophisticated cohesive devices (e.g. Notwithstanding, Albeit, Inasmuch as, Be that as it

may)?
Have | maintained a consistently formal register with no contractions or colloquial phrasing?
Have | punctuated fronted adverbials with a comma and used semicolons correctly?

Does my conclusion offer a nuanced, justified synthesis rather than merely restating the
introduction?

Have | used precise, C1-level collocations (e.g. exert influence, cast doubt upon, precipitate

erosion)?

Have | avoided comma splices, register slips, and vague thesis statements?

Your Practice Writing Task

Read the following exam-style prompt carefully and write your discursive essay in 220-260 words.

Writing Task:

O

Your university politics and technology class has recently been debating the role of digital surveillance in

modern society. Your professor has asked each student to submit a written essay addressing the following

question:

"In an increasingly interconnected world, the sacrifice of personal privacy is an inevitable and acceptable

price to pay for security and technological convenience. To what extent do you agree with this statement?"

In your essay, you should:

o FEvaluate the argument that privacy loss is an acceptable trade-off for security and convenience.

o Consider the counterargument that personal privacy is a non-negotiable civil liberty.

freetestenglish.com
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e Arrive at a justified, nuanced conclusion supported by critical reasoning.

Remember to use a formal, academic register, sophisticated syntax (inversions, cleft sentences,
nominalisation), and advanced cohesive devices. Aim for precision, balance, and analytical depth throughout
your response.

Now test your writing mechanics and sentence skills in the exercises below.
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Technology and the Loss of Personal Privacy — Practice Test

C1 | Practice Exercises: Multiple Choice, Fill-in-the-Gap, Fill-in-the-Blank, Matrix Matching & Sorting

Part 1: Multiple Choice (Questions 1-10)

n Which sentence demonstrates correct punctuation and syntax for a C1 formal essay on digital
surveillance?

u Seldom has the erosion of personal privacy been so pervasive; governments and corporations alike
now harvest vast quantities of user data with minimal accountability.

Seldom the erosion of personal privacy has been so pervasive, governments and corporations alike
now harvest vast quantities of user data with minimal accountability.

alike now harvest vast quantities of user data with minimal accountability.

. Seldom has the erosion of personal privacy been so pervasive, and governments and corporations
c
n Seldom has the erosion of personal privacy been so pervasive. But governments and corporations alike

now harvest vast quantities of user data with minimal accountability.

a Identify the sentence that correctly employs a non-finite participle clause in a formal discussion
of data privacy legislation.

u When they had weighed the contradictory evidence, the committee concluded that existing
frameworks were wholly inadequate.

Having weighed the contradictory evidence, the committee concluded that existing frameworks were
wholly inadequate.

were wholly inadequate.

. After weighing the contradictory evidence, the committee has concluded that existing frameworks
c
a Weighed the contradictory evidence, the committee concluded that existing frameworks were wholly

inadequate.

a A student writes the following sentence in a formal essay: 'its widely contended that technology
companies exert little genuine effort to protect user data.' Which revision corrects ALL errors?
n Its' widely contended that technology companies exert little genuine effort to protect user data.
B It's widely contended that technology companies exert little genuine effort to protect user data.
It is widely contended that Technology Companies exert little genuine effort to protect user data.

n It's widely contended that technology companies exerts little genuine effort to protect user data.

freetestenglish.com Page 9 of 41


https://freetestenglish.com/

u Which sentence uses nominalisation most effectively and appropriately for a C1 analytical report
on surveillance capitalism?

n When the government rapidly implemented the new data policy, it disrupted how citizens behaved
online and caused them to trust institutions less.

The government's rapid implementation of the new data policy resulted in significant behavioural
disruption among citizens and a marked erosion of institutional trust.

made them trust institutions less.

Rapidly implementing the new data policy, the government disrupted citizens' behaviour online and
u The government implemented the data policy rapidly and this disrupted citizen behaviour, also causing

less trust in institutions.

B Which sentence contains an error in the use of an advanced cohesive device?

Notwithstanding the proliferation of data protection legislation, corporations continue to exploit

regulatory loopholes with alarming frequency.

Albeit the measures introduced were comprehensive, critics argued that enforcement remained
conspicuously absent.

In light of the prevailing evidence, one must conclude that voluntary self-regulation is demonstrably

G o

insufficient.

Be that as it may, the broader implications for civil liberties cannot be dismissed without rigorous

scrutiny.

B A student drafts this opening for a formal letter to the editor: 'dear Editor, i am writing with
regards to the article published last Tuesday concerning facial recognition technology.' Which
sentence corrects ALL capitalisation and punctuation errors?

u Dear editor, | am writing with regards to the article published last tuesday concerning facial recognition
technology.

Dear Editor, | am writing with regard to the article published last Tuesday concerning facial recognition
technology.

recognition technology.

Dear Editor: | am writing with regards to the article published last Tuesday concerning facial
a Dear Editor, i am writing with regard to the article published last Tuesday concerning facial recognition

technology.

Which option most accurately completes this C1 formal essay sentence, preserving the required
register and collocational precision? 'The unchecked proliferation of biometric surveillance
technologies has the potential to havoc upon established frameworks of civil liberties.'

B make
B do

cause
n wreak
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a Which sentence correctly uses a cleft construction to foreground the key argument in a formal
essay on data privacy?
n What remains incontrovertible is that the commodification of personal data constitutes a fundamental
violation of individual autonomy.

That remains incontrovertible is what the commodification of personal data constitutes a fundamental
violation of individual autonomy.

violation of individual autonomy.

What remains incontrovertible that the commodification of personal data constitutes a fundamental
u It remains incontrovertible what the commodification of personal data constitutes a fundamental

violation of individual autonomy.

n Identify the sentence that contains a register inconsistency inappropriate for a C1 formal
proposal on digital privacy reform.

u It would be highly advantageous to mandate independent algorithmic audits across all data-processing
entities operating within national jurisdiction.

Preliminary evidence suggests that current legislative instruments are insufficiently robust to address
the scale of contemporary data exploitation.

data minimisation protocols.

All things considered, a compelling case can be made for the introduction of stringent cross-sector
a To be honest, loads of people reckon tech companies get away with way too much when it comes to

harvesting our personal data.

m A student writes: '"Not until all legislative avenues were exhausted the committee acknowledged
that voluntary compliance had failed irreparably.' What is the error and which revision corrects
it?

The error is the word 'irreparably'; it should read: 'Not until all legislative avenues were exhausted did
u the committee acknowledge that voluntary compliance had failed completely.'

The error is missing subject-verb inversion after 'Not until'; it should read: 'Not until all legislative

avenues were exhausted did the committee acknowledge that voluntary compliance had failed

irreparably.'

The error is the past perfect in the subordinate clause; it should read: 'Not until all legislative avenues

are exhausted did the committee acknowledge that voluntary compliance had failed irreparably.'

oo o

There is no error; the sentence is grammatically correct as written.

Part 2: Fill in the Gap (Questions 11-20)

m Surveillance technologies have proliferated at an alarming rate; many citizens remain largely

I —

unaware of the extent to which their personal data is being harvested.
u nevertheless

a therefore

provided that
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m digital corporations continue to accumulate vast reserves of personal data, the case for
robust legislative intervention becomes increasingly compelling.

u Inasmuch as
a Provided that

Even so

B The erosion of personal privacy is widely regarded as an inevitable consequence of technological
progress; , this assumption warrants far more critical scrutiny.

u be that as it may

B in addition

as a result

m has the commodification of personal data generated such profound ethical debate as it does
in the current digital age.

u Seldom

B Rarely ever

Not only

m Many tech firms argue that data collection enhances user experience; , critics contend that
this justification conveniently obscures far more exploitative commercial motivations.

u notwithstanding this
a owing to this
consequently

m It was the absence of transparent data governance frameworks precipitated the most
egregious violations of individual privacy rights.

0 that
a which
what

the convenience offered by smart devices is undeniable, the systematic collection of
biometric and behavioural data raises profound concerns about autonomy.

B Albeit
a Despite

Although
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m Having weighed the contradictory evidence surrounding encryption policy, one must conclude
that universal regulatory standards represent the most defensible course of action.

u upon reflection

B in contrast

as a consequence

m Privacy advocates insist that end-to-end encryption is indispensable; , security agencies
maintain that such technology critically impedes legitimate counter-terrorism operations.

u conversely
B furthermore
in light of this

a a comprehensive international accord on data privacy is reached, the asymmetry between
corporate power and individual rights will persist unabated.

u Unless

B Until such time as
On the premise that

Part 3: Fill in the Blank (Questions 21-30)

m Having weighed the contradictory evidence surrounding digital surveillance, one must
acknowledge that the erosion of personal privacy represents a profound

upon individual civil liberties.

a It is widely that the unchecked accumulation of personal data by technology
corporations constitutes a systemic threat to democratic freedoms.

a Seldom has the necessity for robust legislative of data-harvesting practices
been more urgently debated than in the current digital age.

m Notwithstanding the undeniable conveniences afforded by smart technology, closer
reveals that users routinely surrender sensitive personal information without

meaningful consent.

a What remains is that the commercial monetisation of personal data has
outpaced the development of adequate privacy safeguards.
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a The rapid of facial recognition technology in public spaces has cast serious

doubt upon citizens' reasonable expectation of anonymity.

It was the lack of transparent data governance frameworks that the most
damaging breaches of consumer trust in recent years.

a In light of the prevailing evidence, a compelling case can be made for the introduction of

international regulations governing cross-border data transfers.

@ All things considered, the of personal data by social media platforms

fundamentally undermines the principle of individual autonomy enshrined in democratic

constitutions.

m To recapitulate, inasmuch as digital technologies have transformed modern communication, they

have simultaneously created unprecedented

in the protection of individual

privacy rights.

Part 4: Matrix /| Match Values (Questions 31-40)

m Match each advanced vocabulary word related to privacy with its correct definition.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

u The systematic monitoring of individuals, often B
by authorities or corporations

The practice of constructing a detailed
description of a person based on collected data

Item [ Phrase
Surveillance
Anonymity
Data breach

Profiling

freetestenglish.com

The state of being unknown or unidentifiable to
others

An incident in which confidential information is
accessed without authorisation

Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)
[ ]
[ ]
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m Match each sentence opening (left) with the correct sentence completion (right) to form a

coherent C1-level discursive essay sentence.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

n corporations routinely harvest personal data B their capacity to infringe upon individual privacy
without explicit informed consent. cannot be understated.

been so rapidly accelerated as in the current age
of digital connectivity.

Item [ Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)
Seldom has the erosion of personal privacy [ ]
What remains incontrovertible is that [ ]
Notwithstanding the apparent convenience of smart devices, [ ]

E Match each C1 discourse marker or linking phrase (left) with its correct rhetorical function
(right).

MATCHING OPTIONS:

u Concedes a point while maintaining the original B Introduces a carefully considered concluding
argument judgement

Signals that supporting evidence or elaboration n Introduces a reason or causal justification
will follow

Item [ Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Inasmuch as [ ]

Be that as it may [ ]

To substantiate this contention, [ ]

Upon rigorous evaluation, [ ]
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m Match each writing genre (left) with the feature that best distinguishes it at C1 level in the

context of a privacy essay.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

Adopts an impersonal, evidence-based stance
with heavy nominalisation

Uses sub-headings and persuasive modal verbs
to recommend policy changes

Item [ Phrase
Discursive Essay
Formal Proposal
Analytical Report

Letter to the Editor

Articulates a sophisticated argument directed at
a specific publication's readership

Evaluates two competing perspectives and
justifies a nuanced conclusion

Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

a Match each collocational phrase (left) with the word it correctly collocates with in C1 privacy-

related writing (right).

MATCHING OPTIONS:

Item [ Phrase

To controversy [ ]
To influence over data legislation [ ]
To doubt upon the reliability of consent mechanisms [ ]
To havoc on individuals' digital security [ ]

freetestenglish.com
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E Match each underlined grammatical feature (left) with its correct label or description (right).

MATCHING OPTIONS:

u Nominalisation replacing a verb-heavy B Non-finite participle clause expressing prior
construction completed action

Cleft sentence used to focus on a specific cause

Item | Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

"Having weighed the contradictory evidence, one must conclude
that surveillance is inevitable."

"It was the lack of regulatory oversight that precipitated the
widespread misuse of personal data."

"The rapid commodification of personal information has generated
significant public concern."

Match each sentence (left) with the writing sub-section of a formal proposal it most
appropriately belongs to (right).

MATCHING OPTIONS:

u Assessment of Current Impediments B Purpose & Background
Projected Long-Term Benefits B Actionable Recommendations
Item [ Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

"This proposal seeks to address the alarming proliferation of
unregulated data collection practices across the digital sector.”

"Current legislative frameworks are demonstrably inadequate, failing
to hold tech conglomerates accountable for privacy violations."

"It would be highly advantageous to introduce mandatory
transparency audits for all platforms processing user data."

"The systematic enforcement of these measures would yield a
measurable restoration of public trust in digital institutions."
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@ Match each register error or stylistic weakness (left) with the correct C1-level revision (right).

MATCHING OPTIONS:

u "It is imperative that legislative authorities B "It is widely contended that technological
undertake immediate and comprehensive reform advancement has precipitated a gradual yet
of existing privacy regulations." systematic erosion of personal privacy."

"A considerable proportion of the public harbours
profound concern regarding corporate
acquisition of personal data."

Item | Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

"Loads of people are really worried about their data being grabbed

by big companies."

"The government needs to do something about privacy laws as soon
as possible."

"In my opinion, | think technology is kind of destroying our privacy
bit by bit."

@ Match each punctuation rule or stylistic guideline (left) with the correct example sentence
illustrating it (right).

MATCHING OPTIONS:

u "The General Data Protection Regulation, widely "Not until comprehensive legislation was enacted
regarded as a landmark in digital rights, has did consumers gain meaningful control over their
nonetheless proved difficult to enforce personal data."
uniformly."

"Privacy legislation has long been reactive;
technological innovation, by contrast, advances
at an exponential pace."

Item [ Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Semicolon used correctly between two closely related independent

clauses
Parenthetical clause correctly enclosed by commas [ ]
Inversion for emphasis following a negative adverbial [ ]
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m Match each argumentative function (left) with the sentence from a C1 discursive essay on
privacy that performs it (right).

MATCHING OPTIONS:
n "Proponents of digital surveillance contend that B "While technological progress has undeniably

the systematic monitoring of citizens constitutes transformed modern life, it has simultaneously
an indispensable tool in the prevention of precipitated an unprecedented erosion of the
criminal activity; this argument, albeit compelling individual's right to privacy."

on the surface, merits closer scrutiny."

"All things considered, a compelling case can be a "In light of prevailing evidence, however, it is

made for the implementation of robust, rights- demonstrable that pervasive surveillance
based legislative frameworks that reconcile disproportionately targets vulnerable
technological advancement with the inalienable communities while yielding negligible
right to personal privacy." improvements in public safety."
Item | Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)
Introducing the essay's central thesis [ ]
Presenting and conceding the opposing viewpoint [ ]
Refuting the counterargument with evidence [ ]
Delivering a nuanced concluding synthesis [ ]

Part 5: Sort the Values (Questions 41-50)

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.
consequential. personal erosion privacy Seldom rapid been has the of

SO or SO

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.
incontrovertible fundamentally surveillance boundaries individual autonomy. remains

digital altered What that has the is of

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.
collection liberties. contended unchecked personal widely threat poses grave

civil that data the It is of to a
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m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

contradictory technological increasingly acknowledge convenience reconcile. evidence,
difficult weighed privacy Having must that the one and are to
m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.
Notwithstanding data-driven technology, information undeniable systematic harvesting
regulatory scrutiny. benefits warrants greater user the the far of of
m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.
corporations. precipitated transparent governance widespread technology mistrust
public major lack data that was the It of in
Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.
international introduction legislation. prevailing compelling evidence, binding
privacy light case made the can for the In of be of a
m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.
indiscriminate exploitation legislative individuals frameworks adequately protected
personal enacted robust until their data. will from Not are the be
of
m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.
data-harvesting corporations voluntarily. commodity, relinquish lucrative practices
Inasmuch personal unlikely become highly their data has are as to
a

freetestenglish.com
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E Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

accelerating considered, coordinated legislators technology developers response
erosion privacy digital demands urgent, things alike. from both All the
the age and of in an

freetestenglish.com Page 21 of 41


https://freetestenglish.com/

Answer Key & Explanations

Technology and the Loss of Personal Privacy | C1

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. A Correct Answer: Seldom has the erosion of personal privacy been so pervasive; governments
and corporations alike now harvest vast quantities of user data with minimal accountability.
Explanation: This sentence correctly applies inversion after a negative adverb (Se/dom has...)
and uses a semicolon to link two closely related independent clauses without a coordinating
conjunction — a hallmark of sophisticated C1 academic prose. The other options either omit the
required inversion, create a comma splice, or use an inappropriately informal sentence opener (But).

2. B Correct Answer: Having weighed the contradictory evidence, the committee concluded that
existing frameworks were wholly inadequate.
Explanation: The perfect participle clause (Having weighed...) indicates that one action was
completed before another, which is the precise temporal relationship required here. It is grammatically
correct and stylistically appropriate for C1 formal writing. Option A is grammatically acceptable but
lacks the expected C1 stylistic sophistication. Option C introduces a tense inconsistency (has
concluded with past context). Option D omits the required auxiliary, producing a dangling participle.

3. B Correct Answer: It's widely contended that technology companies exert little genuine effort to
protect user data.
Explanation: The original error is the use of its (possessive pronoun) instead of the contraction
it's (it is), required before widely contended. Option A invents the non-existent form jts'. Option C
incorrectly capitalises Technology Companies. Option D introduces a subject-verb agreement error
(companies exerts). Note: in formal C1 academic writing, the full form /t is is preferred, but the
contraction is grammatically correct and all other errors are resolved.

4. B Correct Answer: The government's rapid implementation of the new data policy resulted in
significant behavioural disruption among citizens and a marked erosion of institutional trust.
Explanation: This option demonstrates extensive nominalisation — converting verbs and
adjectives into noun phrases: implementation (from implement), disruption (from disrupt), and erosion
of institutional trust (from trust... less). Nominalisation creates the impersonal, academic register
expected in C1 analytical writing. The other options retain finite verb structures or informal
constructions that reduce formality.

5. B Correct Answer: Albeit the measures introduced were comprehensive, critics argued that
enforcement remained conspicuously absent.
Explanation: Albeit is a concessive conjunction meaning although, but it must introduce a noun
phrase, adjective phrase, or reduced clause — not a full finite clause with a subject and verb. The
correct construction would be Albeit comprehensive, the measures introduced... or the substitution of
Although. Using albeit before a full clause (the measures introduced were comprehensive) is a C1-
level collocation error. The other sentences all use their respective discourse markers correctly.
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6. B Correct Answer: Dear Editor, | am writing with regard to the article published last Tuesday
concerning facial recognition technology.
Explanation: Three errors appear in the original: (1) dear must be capitalised as Dear in a
salutation; (2) the pronoun I must always be capitalised; (3) the correct idiomatic phrase is with
regard to (singular), not with regards to. Additionally, Tuesday is a proper noun and must be
capitalised. Option A fails to capitalise Editor and Tuesday. Option C incorrectly replaces the comma
after the salutation with a colon. Option D retains the uncapitalised i.

7. D Correct Answer: wreak
Explanation: The fixed collocation at C1 level is wreak havoc — meaning to cause great
destruction or disorder. This is the only idiomatic and collocationally precise option appropriate to
formal academic writing on this topic. Make havoc, do havoc, and cause havoc are all either non-
standard or register-inappropriate substitutions. While cause havoc exists in informal usage, C1 formal
writing demands the precise collocation wreak havoc.

8. A Correct Answer: What remains incontrovertible is that the commodification of personal data
constitutes a fundamental violation of individual autonomy.
Explanation: A cleft sentence using What... follows the structure: What + subject clause +
is/was + that-clause. This construction places strong rhetorical emphasis on the key argument.
Option B inverts the structure illogically. Option C omits the essential linking verb js. Option D
incorrectly uses It remains incontrovertible what..., which conflates two separate structures and
produces an ungrammatical result.

9. D Correct Answer: To be honest, loads of people reckon tech companies get away with way too
much when it comes to harvesting our personal data.
Explanation: This sentence is riddled with colloquial register violations entirely inappropriate for
a C1 formal proposal: To be honest (informal filler), loads of people (non-quantified informal
expression), reckon (colloquial), get away with (idiomatic phrasal verb), and way too much (informal
intensifier). A formal proposal demands impersonal, precise, and nominalized language, as
demonstrated correctly in options A, B, and C.

10. B Correct Answer: The error is missing subject-verb inversion after 'Not until'; it should read: 'Not
until all legislative avenues were exhausted did the committee acknowledge that voluntary
compliance had failed irreparably.'

Explanation: When a sentence begins with a negative adverbial such as Not until..., the main
clause requires subject-auxiliary inversion: did the committee acknowledge, not the committee
acknowledged. This is a core C1 grammar point frequently tested in formal writing. Option A changes
meaning unnecessarily and incorrectly identifies irreparably as erroneous. Option C introduces a tense
error. Option D incorrectly claims the original is correct.

Part 2: Fill in the Gap

1. A Correct Answer: nevertheless
Explanation: Nevertheless introduces a concessive contrast — the proliferation of surveillance
is a known fact, yet awareness among citizens paradoxically remains low. ‘Nevertheless' connects two
ideas where the second is surprising given the first.
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12. A Correct Answer: Inasmuch as
Explanation: Inasmuch as is a formal connector meaning 'to the extent that' or 'because’,
establishing a causal or proportional relationship. 'lnasmuch as corporations accumulate data,
legislation is needed.’

13. A Correct Answer: be that as it may
Explanation: Be that as it may is a formal concessive phrase meaning 'even if that is true’,
signalling that the writer will challenge the preceding claim. I/t introduces a counter-argument without
dismissing the original point entirely.

14. A Correct Answer: Seldom
Explanation: Seldom triggers subject-auxiliary inversion in formal writing, creating an emphatic
statement. ‘Seldom has X been more Y'is a standard C1 inversion structure for rhetorical emphasis.

15. A Correct Answer: notwithstanding this
Explanation: Notwithstanding this is a formal concessive connector meaning 'despite what has
just been said', perfectly suited to introducing a counter-argument. /It signals disagreement while
maintaining a formal, academic register.

16. A Correct Answer: that
Explanation: This is a cleft sentence structure: '/t was [noun phrase] + that + verb'. The pronoun
that is grammatically required in this construction to focus emphasis on the subject. 'What' would
require a different sentence structure entirely.

17. A Correct Answer: Albeit
Explanation: Albeit is a formal concessive conjunction meaning 'even though', used to
acknowledge a point before introducing a contrasting idea. At C1, ‘albeit' is preferred over 'although'’
in compressed, formal concessive clauses.

18. A Correct Answer: upon reflection
Explanation: Upon reflection is a formal concluding qualifier that signals a considered,
reasoned judgement after evaluation. I/t collocates naturally with verbs of conclusion and is
appropriate after a non-finite participle clause such as 'Having weighed..."

19. A Correct Answer: conversely
Explanation: Conversely is a formal contrast connector used to introduce a directly opposing
viewpoint. It is semantically stronger than 'however' and more precise than 'on the other hand'in
academic writing at C1 level.

20. A Correct Answer: Unless
Explanation: Unless introduces a negative conditional, meaning 'if not', and logically signals that
the outcome in the main clause will occur in the absence of the stated condition. 'Until such time as'is
grammatically plausible but stylistically redundant here; 'On the premise that' introduces a positive
assumption, not a negative condition.

Part 3: Fill in the Blank
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21. infringement Correct Answer: infringement

22. contended

23. oversight

24. scrutiny

Explanation: Infringement is the precise C1-level noun meaning a violation or breach
of a right or law. The collocation infringement upon civil liberties is standard in formal,
academic discourse about privacy and human rights.

Correct Answer: contended

Explanation: The passive reporting verb contended is used in formal academic writing
to attribute a claim without fully endorsing it. The structure It is widely contended that... is a
hallmark of C1-level impersonal academic register.

Correct Answer: oversight

Explanation: Oversight means supervisory control or regulation. The phrase /egislative
oversight is a precise C1 collocation used in policy and governance contexts. The inversion
Seldom has... signals formal emphasis.

Correct Answer: scrutiny

Explanation: Scrutiny means close, critical examination. The phrase closer scrutiny reveals
is a sophisticated C1 discourse marker signalling a deeper analytical shift, commonly used after
concessive constructions like Notwithstanding...

25. incontrovertible Correct Answer: incontrovertible

Explanation: Incontrovertible means impossible to deny or dispute. The cleft
sentence structure What remains incontrovertible is that... is a formal C1 device used
to assert a key argument with rhetorical force.

26. proliferation Correct Answer: proliferation

Explanation: Proliferation is a formal C1 noun meaning rapid spread or increase. The
phrase proliferation of technology is a precise academic collocation, and cast doubt upon
is an idiomatic C1 verb phrase used in formal argumentation.

27. precipitated Correct Answer: precipitated

28. stringent

Explanation: Precipitated means caused something undesirable to happen suddenly.
The cleft sentence It was... that precipitated... is a C1 structure used for emphasis, and
precipitate a breach is a formal academic collocation.

Correct Answer: stringent

Explanation: Stringent means strict, precise, and exacting. The collocation stringent
regulations is widely used in formal policy writing. This sentence exemplifies C1 discourse
markers In light of the prevailing evidence and a compelling case can be made for...

29. commodification Correct Answer: commodification

freetestenglish.com

Explanation: Commodification is an advanced C1 noun referring to the process of
treating something as a commercial product. The phrase commodification of personal
data is a key concept in academic discourse on technology and privacy,
demonstrating heavy nominalisation.
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30. vulnerabilities

Correct Answer: vulnerabilities

Explanation: Vulnerabilities refers to weaknesses or exposures to risk. The phrase
unprecedented vulnerabilities is a precise C1 collocation in cybersecurity and privacy
discourse. The discourse markers To recapitulate and inasmuch as signal a formal
concluding synthesis.

Part 4: Matrix [ Match Values

31. Surveillance: A < Anonymity: B - Data breach: D - Profiling: C  Correct Matches:

freetestenglish.com

- Surveillance = The systematic monitoring
of individuals, often by authorities or
corporations

- Anonymity = The state of being unknown
or unidentifiable to others

- Data breach = An incident in which
confidential information is accessed without
authorisation

- Profiling = The practice of constructing a
detailed description of a person based on
collected data

Explanation: These are all key terms in
privacy discourse. Surveillance implies
ongoing monitoring, while anonymity refers
to the absence of identifiability. A data
breach is an unauthorised access event,
whereas profiling involves constructing
behavioural or demographic portraits from
aggregated data.
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32. Seldom has the erosion of personal privacy: C - What remains incontrovertible is that: A . Correct
Notwithstanding the apparent convenience of smart devices,: B Matches:

- Seldom has
the erosion of
personal privacy
- been so
rapidly
accelerated as in
the current age
of digital
connectivity.
- What remains
incontrovertible
is that >
corporations
routinely harvest
personal data
without explicit
informed
consent.
Notwithstanding
the apparent
convenience of
smart devices,
- their capacity
to infringe upon
individual privacy
cannot be
understated.
Explanation:
Seldom has
requires subject-
auxiliary
inversion, a
hallmark of
emphatic C1
syntax. What
remains
incontrovertible
is a cleft
construction
used for focus.
Notwithstanding
is a concessive
discourse marker
that introduces
contrast between
benefit and risk.
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33. Inasmuch as: D - Be that as it may: A - To substantiate this contention,: C - Upon rigorous Correct

evaluation,: B Matches:
- Inasmuch
as >
Introduces a
reason or
causal
justification
- Be thatasi it
may >
Concedes a
point while
maintaining
the original
argument
- To
substantiate
this
contention,
-> Signals that
supporting
evidence or
elaboration
will follow
- Upon
rigorous
evaluation, »
Introduces a
carefully
considered
concluding
judgement
Explanation:
Inasmuch as
functions like
'because’ or
'to the extent
that'at a
formal
register. Be
that as it may
isa
sophisticated
concessive,
equivalent to
'nevertheless'.
To
substantiate
this
contention
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prepares the
reader for
supporting
detail, while
upon
rigorous
evaluation
prefaces a
measured
conclusion.

freetestenglish.com Page 29 of 41


https://freetestenglish.com/

34. Discursive Essay: D - Formal Proposal: C - Analytical Report: A - Letter to the Editor: B Correct Matches:
- Discursive Essay
- Evaluates two
competing
perspectives and
justifies a nuanced
conclusion
- Formal Proposal =
Uses sub-headings
and persuasive modal
verbs to recommend
policy changes
- Analytical Report
- Adopts an
impersonal,
evidence-based
stance with heavy
nominalisation
- Letter to the Editor
- Articulates a
sophisticated
argument directed at
a specific
publication's
readership
Explanation:
Each genre has a
distinct
communicative
purpose and stylistic
register. A
discursive essay is
thesis-driven, a
proposal is action-
oriented, a report is
analytical and
impersonal, and a
letter to the editor
engages a specific
audience with
persuasive intent.
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35. To controversy: C - To influence over data legislation: D « To doubt Correct
upon the reliability of consent mechanisms: B - To havoc on individuals' digital Matches:
security: A . To

controversy
= spark

« To _
influence
over data
legislation
- exert

- To _ doubt
upon the
reliability of
consent
mechanisms
= cast

» To _ havoc
on
individuals'
digital
security >
wreak
Explanation:
These are
fixed C1-
level
collocations:
you spark
controversy,
exert
influence,
cast doubt,
and wreak
havoc. Using
incorrect
verbs (e.g.
‘make havoc'
or 'do
controversy')
is a common
collocation
error that
undermines
formal
register at C1
level.
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36. "Having weighed the contradictory evidence, one must conclude that surveillance is Correct
inevitable.": B - "It was the lack of regulatory oversight that precipitated the widespread Matches:
misuse of personal data.": C - "The rapid commodification of personal information has - "Having
generated significant public concern.": A weighed the

contradictory
evidence..." >
Non-finite
participle clause
expressing prior
completed action
- "It was the
lack of
regulatory
oversight that
precipitated..."
- Cleft sentence
used to focus on
a specific cause
« "The rapid
commodification
of personal
information..."
- Nominalisation
replacing a verb-
heavy
construction
Explanation:
Participle
clauses with
'having + past
participle' signal
a completed prior
action. Cleft
sentences with
‘It was... that..."
isolate a key
element for
emphasis.
Nominalisation
(e.g.
‘commodification’
from 'to
commodify') is a
defining feature
of academic and
formal C1 writing.
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37. "This proposal seeks to address the alarming proliferation of unregulated data Correct Matches:
collection practices across the digital sector.": B « "Current legislative frameworks are - "This proposal
demonstrably inadequate, failing to hold tech conglomerates accountable for privacy seeks to
violations.": A « "It would be highly advantageous to introduce mandatory transparency address..." >
audits for all platforms processing user data.": D - "The systematic enforcement of

. . ] . Purpose &
these measures would yield a measurable restoration of public trust in digital
L Background
institutions.": C
- "Current
legislative

frameworks are
demonstrably
inadequate..." =>
Assessment of
Current
Impediments

- "It would be
highly
advantageous to
introduce..." >
Actionable
Recommendations
- "The systematic
enforcement of
these
measures..." 2>
Projected Long-
Term Benefits
Explanation:
Formal proposals
follow a structured
sequence. The
Purpose &
Background
contextualises the
issue; Current
Impediments
diagnoses
problems;
Recommendations
use persuasive
modals like 'would
be advantageous’;
and Long-Term
Benefits project
positive future
outcomes to
persuade decision-
makers.
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38. '"Loads of people are really worried about their data being grabbed by big companies.": C - Correct

"The government needs to do something about privacy laws as soon as possible.": A "Inmy Matches:

opinion, | think technology is kind of destroying our privacy bit by bit.": B . "Loads of
people are
really
worried..." >
"A
considerable
proportion of
the public
harbours
profound
concern...
« "The
government
needs to do
something..."
= "ltis
imperative that
legislative
authorities
undertake
immediate and
comprehensive
reform..."
+ "Inmy
opinion, |
think
technology is
kind of
destroying..."
= "ltis widely
contended
that
technological
advancement
has
precipitated..."
Explanation:
C1 writing
requires formal
register free
from
colloquialisms.
Loads of /
really [ kind of
| bit by bit are
informal
expressions
inappropriate
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in academic
writing. The
revisions
employ
nominalisation,
passive
reporting
structures, and
precise formal
vocabulary to
achieve the
required
gravitas and
academic
tone.
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39. Semicolon used correctly between two closely related independent clauses: C - Correct
Parenthetical clause correctly enclosed by commas: A « Inversion for emphasis following a Matches:
negative adverbial: B . Semicolon

between
independent
clauses =
"Privacy
legislation has
long been
reactive;
technological
innovation, by
contrast,
advances at an
exponential
pace."
Parenthetical
clause
enclosed by
commas =>
"The General
Data
Protection
Regulation,
widely
regarded as a
landmark in
digital rights,
has
nonetheless
proved difficult
to enforce
uniformly."

- Inversion
after negative
adverbial »
"Not until
comprehensive
legislation was
enacted did
consumers
gain
meaningful
control..."
Explanation:
A semicolon
links two
complete,
thematically
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related clauses
without a
conjunction.
Parenthetical
commas
isolate
supplementary
information
that could be
removed
without
affecting core
meaning.
Inversion
following
negative
adverbials like
‘Not until' is a
hallmark of
sophisticated
formal
emphasis at
C1 level.
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40. Introducing the essay's central thesis: B - Presenting and conceding the opposing Correct Matches:

viewpoint: A - Refuting the counterargument with evidence: D - Delivering a nuanced - Introducing the
concluding synthesis: C central thesis >
"While

technological
progress has
undeniably
transformed
modern life, it has
simultaneously
precipitated an
unprecedented
erosion..."

- Presenting and
conceding the
opposing
viewpoint >
"Proponents of
digital
surveillance
contend that...
this argument,
albeit compelling
on the surface,
merits closer
scrutiny."

- Refuting the
counterargument
= "In light of
prevailing
evidence,
however, it is
demonstrable that
pervasive
surveillance
disproportionately
targets..."

- Nuanced
concluding
synthesis = "All
things considered,
a compelling case
can be made for
the
implementation of
robust, rights-
based legislative
frameworks..."
Explanation:
A well-structured
C1 discursive
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essay follows a
clear
argumentative
arc: a thesis
stakes a position;
the concession
uses markers like
‘albeit’ to
acknowledge
complexity; the
refutation
deploys 'in light of
prevailing
evidence'to
dismantle the
counterargument;
and the
conclusion
synthesises with
‘all things
considered’,
offering a
balanced,
forward-looking
judgement.

Part 5: Sort the Values

41. Correct Answer: Seldom has the erosion of personal privacy been so rapid or so consequential.
Explanation: This sentence uses fronted negative adverb inversion. When a negative or restrictive
adverb such as Seldom opens a sentence, the auxiliary verb has is inverted before the subject the erosion
of personal privacy. The predicate adjectives so rapid and so consequential follow, linked by the correlative
conjunction or.

42. Correct Answer: What remains incontrovertible is that digital surveillance has fundamentally altered
the boundaries of individual autonomy.
Explanation: This is a cleft sentence used for emphasis. The structure begins with the nominal relative
clause What remains incontrovertible, followed by the linking verb is and a that-clause as the complement.
The adverb fundamentally is correctly placed between the auxiliary has and the past participle altered.

43. Correct Answer: It is widely contended that the unchecked collection of personal data poses a grave
threat to civil liberties.
Explanation: This sentence employs a passive reporting verb construction with the impersonal
subject /t. The adverb widely is placed between the auxiliary is and the past participle contended. The
that-clause functions as the delayed subject, a hallmark of formal academic register.

freetestenglish.com Page 39 of 41


https://freetestenglish.com/

44. Correct Answer: Having weighed the contradictory evidence, one must acknowledge that
technological convenience and privacy are increasingly difficult to reconcile.
Explanation: The sentence opens with a non-finite perfect participle clause, Having weighed the
contradictory evidence, which shares its implied subject with the main clause subject one. The main clause
follows the structure: subject + modal must + base verb acknowledge + that-clause. The adverb
increasingly correctly precedes the adjective difficult.

45. Correct Answer: Notwithstanding the undeniable benefits of data-driven technology, the systematic
harvesting of user information warrants far greater regulatory scrutiny.
Explanation: The sentence begins with the concessive preposition Notwithstanding, which governs
the noun phrase the undeniable benefits of data-driven technology. A comma separates the introductory
phrase from the main clause. The main clause uses heavy nominalisation — the systematic harvesting —
as the subject, followed by the verb warrants and its object.

46. Correct Answer: It was the lack of transparent data governance that precipitated widespread public
mistrust in major technology corporations.
Explanation: This is an it-cleft construction used to foreground the cause. The structure /It was +
[noun phrase] + that + [clause] places emphatic focus on the lack of transparent data governance as the
pivotal factor. The verb precipitated is a precise C1 collocation meaning 'brought about abruptly'.

47. Correct Answer: In light of the prevailing evidence, a compelling case can be made for the
introduction of binding international privacy legislation.
Explanation: The sentence opens with the prepositional discourse marker /n light of the prevailing
evidence, setting an evidential context before the main clause. The main clause is structured as a passive
modal construction: subject a compelling case + modal auxiliary can + passive be made + prepositional
phrase. The use of binding before international before privacy legislation follows correct adjective order.

48. Correct Answer: Not until robust legislative frameworks are enacted will individuals be adequately
protected from the indiscriminate exploitation of their personal data.
Explanation: The fronted negative time expression Not until robust legislative frameworks are enacted
triggers subject-auxiliary inversion in the main clause: will precedes the subject individuals. The adverb
adequately is correctly positioned between the auxiliary be and the past participle protected, and
indiscriminate exploitation exemplifies precise C1 collocational use.

49. Correct Answer: Inasmuch as personal data has become a highly lucrative commodity, corporations
are unlikely to relinquish their data-harvesting practices voluntarily.
Explanation: The sentence opens with the subordinating conjunction Inasmuch as, a formal C1
causal/concessive connector introducing the subordinate clause. The adverb highly correctly modifies the
adjective lucrative. In the main clause, are unlikely to + infinitive expresses improbability, and the sentence-
final adverb voluntarily is correctly placed after the object their data-harvesting practices.

50. Correct Answer: All things considered, the accelerating erosion of privacy in the digital age demands
an urgent, coordinated response from both legislators and technology developers alike.
Explanation: The sentence opens with the absolute phrase A/l things considered, a formal concluding
discourse marker set off by a comma. The main clause employs nominalisation — the accelerating erosion
of privacy — as the subject. The correlative structure both ... and ... alike is a sophisticated C1 device used
to indicate inclusivity. The comma between urgent and coordinated correctly separates two coordinate
adjectives.
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45-50 Correct Excellent! You have mastered this topic.
38-44 Correct Very good! Review the rules you missed.
30-37 Correct Good start. Re-read the lesson and examples.
0-29 Correct Study the lesson again before retaking the test.

freetestenglish.com Page 41 of 41


https://freetestenglish.com/

