
C1

Media and Journalism Vocabulary
Vocabulary Lesson, Examples & Practice Questions

Media and Journalism Vocabulary

In an era of rolling news cycles, viral content, and heated debates about press freedom, the language of

media and journalism is more relevant than ever. Whether you are analysing a newspaper editorial,

discussing broadcast ethics, or critiquing digital misinformation, a sophisticated command of journalism

vocabulary is essential at C1 level and beyond.

Consider this scenario: A senior editor at a national broadsheet is briefing her team before a major

investigative piece goes to print. She reminds them to verify every source, remain impartial in their reporting,

and avoid any language that could be perceived as sensationalist. Meanwhile, a junior reporter is wrestling

with how to frame a story that touches on issues of public interest without crossing into an invasion of

privacy. The editorial decisions they face this morning reflect some of the most complex vocabulary — and

dilemmas — in modern journalism.

This lesson will equip you with the advanced vocabulary you need to discuss, analyse, and write about media

and journalism with precision and confidence.

Key Vocabulary & Meaning Breakdown

1. News Production and Editorial Processes

Word /

Phrase
Part of Speech & Meaning Example Sentence Collocations / Notes

editorial

noun / adjective — an article

expressing the opinion of a

newspaper or publication; or

relating to the editing process

The editorial strongly

condemned the

government's handling of

the crisis.

write an editorial; editorial

board; editorial decision;

editorial line

scoop

noun / verb — an exclusive

news story obtained before

rival outlets; to obtain such a

story

The journalist managed to

scoop every competitor by

publishing the leaked

documents first.

land a scoop; break a scoop;

get the scoop on something

copy

noun (uncountable) — written

material prepared for

publication

The sub-editor returned

the copy to the reporter

with extensive corrections.

file copy; cut copy;

compelling copy; copy

deadline

masthead noun — the title of a newspaper

or magazine as it appears on

Her name finally appeared

on the masthead after ten

appear on the masthead;

above the masthead;
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Word /

Phrase
Part of Speech & Meaning Example Sentence Collocations / Notes

the front page; also the list of

staff printed inside

years as a staff writer. masthead design

embargo

noun / verb — an official

restriction on publishing

information before a specified

time or event

The press release was sent

under strict embargo until

midnight.

under embargo; lift an

embargo; impose an

embargo; breach an

embargo

lead story

noun phrase — the most

prominent or important story in

a news broadcast or publication

The corruption scandal

became the lead story on

every major channel.

run as the lead story; bump

something to the lead story

sub-editor

noun — a journalist who

checks, edits, and prepares

other reporters' copy for

publication

The sub-editor caught

several factual

inaccuracies before the

piece went to print.

Often abbreviated to sub in

British journalism;

equivalent to copy editor in

American English

press run

noun — the total number of

copies printed in a single

edition

Due to overwhelming

public interest, the editors

doubled the press run

overnight.

increase/reduce the press

run; a limited press run

syndication

noun — the practice of selling

or licensing content to multiple

publications or broadcasters

simultaneously

Through syndication, her

column appeared in over

30 newspapers worldwide.

content syndication;

syndication rights; wire

syndication

newswire

noun — a service that

distributes news stories to

subscribing media outlets in

real time

The story broke on the

newswire before any

reporter had filed an

original account.

pick up from a newswire;

cross the newswire;

newswire service

2. Journalistic Ethics, Bias, and Standards

Word / Phrase
Part of Speech &

Meaning
Example Sentence Collocations / Notes

impartiality

noun — the quality of

treating all sides of an issue

fairly and without

favouritism

The broadcaster's

commitment to

impartiality was called

into question after the one-

sided interview.

maintain/uphold

impartiality; strict

impartiality; editorial

impartiality

freetestenglish.com Page 2 of 32

https://freetestenglish.com/


Word / Phrase
Part of Speech &

Meaning
Example Sentence Collocations / Notes

sensationalism

noun — the practice of

presenting stories in an

exaggerated, shocking, or

dramatic way to attract

attention

Critics accused the tabloid

of sensationalism in its

coverage of the trial.

accused of sensationalism;

resort to sensationalism;

tabloid sensationalism

fabrication

noun — the invention of

false information and

presenting it as factual

journalism

The reporter was

dismissed following the

discovery of widespread

fabrication in his articles.

outright fabrication;

fabrication of

evidence/quotes; accused

of fabrication

redaction

noun — the process of

editing or censoring a

document before

publication, often removing

sensitive information

Large sections of the

leaked report were subject

to redaction before it was

released to the press.

undergo redaction; heavy

redaction; redaction of

names/details

chequebook

journalism

noun phrase — the practice

of paying sources for

exclusive interviews or

information

Many serious journalists

regard chequebook

journalism as inherently

unethical.

practise chequebook

journalism; criticise

chequebook journalism

right of reply

noun phrase — the

opportunity given to a

person or organisation

criticised in the press to

respond publicly

The company was not

given a right of reply

before the damaging story

was published.

grant/deny a right of reply;

exercise a right of reply

gatekeeping

noun — the process by

which editors and media

organisations filter and

control what information

reaches the public

Social media has

fundamentally challenged

traditional gatekeeping

roles in journalism.

editorial gatekeeping;

traditional gatekeeping;

bypass the gatekeepers

fourth estate

noun phrase — a term

referring to the press and

news media as an informal

but powerful check on

governmental power

A free and independent

press is often celebrated

as the fourth estate in a

democratic society.

the role of the fourth

estate; defending the

fourth estate; often used in

a formal or literary register

off the record

adverbial phrase — said of

information provided to a

journalist that cannot be

attributed to the source or

published directly

The minister spoke off the

record, and the journalist

agreed not to quote her

directly.

go off the record; strictly

off the record; background

briefing (similar concept)
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Word / Phrase
Part of Speech &

Meaning
Example Sentence Collocations / Notes

source

protection

noun phrase — the ethical

and legal obligation of a

journalist to keep a

confidential source's

identity secret

Source protection is

considered a cornerstone

of investigative journalism.

uphold source protection;

laws on source protection;

breach source protection

3. Media Landscape, Formats, and Digital Journalism

Word / Phrase
Part of Speech &

Meaning
Example Sentence Collocations / Notes

broadsheet

noun / adjective — a large-

format, traditionally serious

newspaper associated with

quality journalism and in-

depth reporting

She preferred reading a

broadsheet over a

tabloid for its more

measured analysis.

a national broadsheet;

broadsheet journalism;

broadsheet newspaper

tabloid

noun / adjective — a

smaller-format newspaper

typically associated with

sensational reporting,

celebrity news, and populist

coverage

The story was given

sober treatment in the

broadsheets but splashed

luridly across the

tabloids.

tabloid press; tabloid

headline; red-top tabloid

(British English, referring to

the red mastheads)

paywalled

adjective — content that is

accessible only to paying

subscribers

Most of the investigative

articles were paywalled,

limiting their reach to the

general public.

behind a paywall; paywalled

content; hard/soft paywall

clickbait

noun — online content with

misleading or exaggerated

headlines designed

primarily to attract clicks

The headline was so

clearly clickbait that few

readers bothered to share

the article.

produce clickbait; rely on

clickbait; clickbait

headline/title

media plurality

noun phrase — the

existence of a diverse range

of independent media

voices, outlets, and

ownership structures

Regulators expressed

concern that the merger

would undermine media

plurality.

maintain/threaten media

plurality; media plurality

laws; lack of media plurality

rolling news

noun phrase — a

continuous broadcast news

format that updates stories

around the clock

The rolling news cycle

puts immense pressure

on journalists to publish

before facts are fully

verified.

rolling news channel; 24-

hour rolling news; the

demands of rolling news
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Word / Phrase
Part of Speech &

Meaning
Example Sentence Collocations / Notes

user-generated

content (UGC)

noun phrase — content

created and published by

the public, rather than

professional journalists

The footage, submitted

as user-generated

content, was verified

before being broadcast.

verify UGC; source UGC;

incorporate UGC into

reporting

disinformation

noun — deliberately false

information spread with the

intent to deceive or

manipulate

The campaign was

identified as a

coordinated

disinformation operation

targeting voters.

spread disinformation;

combat/counter

disinformation;

disinformation campaign;

distinct from misinformation

echo chamber

noun phrase — a media or

social environment in which

people are exposed only to

opinions and information

that confirm their existing

beliefs

Social media algorithms

have been widely

criticised for creating

echo chambers.

live in an echo chamber;

reinforce an echo chamber;

escape the echo chamber

media literacy

noun phrase — the ability to

critically evaluate, analyse,

and understand media

messages and sources

Improving media literacy

among young people is

considered vital in

combating

misinformation.

promote media literacy;

media literacy education;

lack of media literacy

Collocations & Useful Expressions

break + a story

The investigative team was first to break the story about the financial fraud.

Note: "break" suggests being first to report something significant.

run + a story

The editor decided not to run the story until additional sources had been secured.

Note: "run" = publish or broadcast a news piece.

bury + a story

Critics accused the network of deliberately burying the story to protect its advertisers.

Note: "bury" = suppress or downplay a story, often suggesting improper motives.

hold + a story

The editor chose to hold the story for 24 hours while lawyers reviewed the implications.

Note: "hold" = delay publication temporarily.

plant + a story

The spin doctor was suspected of planting the story with a sympathetic journalist.

Note: "plant" = secretly arrange for a story to be published, often for political reasons.

freetestenglish.com Page 5 of 32

https://freetestenglish.com/


spin + a narrative

Both parties were guilty of trying to spin the narrative in their favour after the press conference.

Note: "spin" implies manipulating the way information is presented.

go to press

The final edition had already gone to press by the time the verdict was announced.

Note: means the printing process has begun and changes can no longer be made.

kill + a story

There were allegations that senior management had killed the story under pressure from the advertiser.

Note: "kill" = permanently cancel a story before publication.

doorstep + somebody

Photographers and reporters doorstepped the politician outside his home for three days.

Note: British journalism term for ambushing a subject at their home or workplace for a statement.

sit on + a story

The editorial team had been sitting on the story for months while gathering further evidence.

Note: "sit on" = hold back from publishing, often deliberately.

Important Differences & Confusing Words

Disinformation vs Misinformation

These two terms are frequently confused, even by fluent speakers, yet the distinction is crucial in journalism:

Disinformation refers to deliberately false or misleading information, created and spread with the intent to

deceive. There is conscious malice involved.

Example: "The state-sponsored disinformation campaign fabricated quotes attributed to opposition leaders."

Misinformation refers to false or inaccurate information that is spread without necessarily intending to

deceive. The person sharing it may genuinely believe it to be true.

Example: "Well-meaning individuals inadvertently spread misinformation about the vaccine by sharing

unverified social media posts."

Key distinction: Intent separates the two. Disinformation is wilful; misinformation may be innocent.

Impartiality vs Objectivity

Both relate to fairness in journalism, but they are not identical:

Impartiality means giving balanced representation to different viewpoints, particularly in contentious or

politically sensitive reporting. It is especially associated with public broadcasters.

Example: "The BBC has a statutory duty to maintain impartiality across its news coverage."

Objectivity refers to reporting facts as they are, free from personal feelings, interpretations, or biases. It is a

broader philosophical ideal about the nature of truth in journalism.

Example: "Strict objectivity is sometimes challenged by journalists who argue that all reporting involves

editorial choices."

Key distinction: Impartiality is about balance between viewpoints; objectivity is about factual accuracy and

freedom from personal bias.
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A Correspondent vs A Reporter

A correspondent is typically a specialist or regional journalist assigned to cover a particular subject area (e.g.

political correspondent, foreign correspondent) over an extended period.

Example: "Our Middle East correspondent filed a detailed report from Beirut."

A reporter is a more general term for a journalist who gathers and writes news stories, often assigned to

different topics without specialist designation.

Example: "The junior reporter was sent to cover the local council meeting."

A Column vs An Article vs A Feature

A column is a regular piece written by a named journalist that expresses their personal opinion or perspective.

Example: "Her weekly column on foreign policy was widely read in diplomatic circles."

An article is a general term for any written piece in a newspaper or magazine, including news reports,

analysis, and opinion.

Example: "He published three articles in the same edition."

A feature is a longer, in-depth piece that explores a topic beyond the immediate news angle, often involving

interviews, analysis, and narrative storytelling.

Example: "The magazine ran an extensive feature on the mental health crisis among journalists."

Common Mistakes

❌  The journalist made a sensationalism article about the crime.

✅  The journalist wrote a sensationalist article about the crime.

Note: Sensationalism is a noun; use the adjective form sensationalist to modify a noun.

❌  She said it off record, so I cannot tell anyone.

✅  She said it off the record, so I cannot quote her directly.

Note: The fixed phrase always includes the article: off the record. Also note that "off the record" applies

specifically to journalistic attribution, not simply to secrecy.

❌  The newspaper did a disinformation by accident.

✅  The newspaper inadvertently spread misinformation.

Note: Disinformation implies deliberate deception. Accidental spreading of false information is misinformation.

❌  The reporter broke a scoop yesterday.

✅  The reporter landed a scoop yesterday. or The reporter broke the story yesterday.

Note: You break a story, or you get/land a scoop. You do not typically "break a scoop" — these collocations

are not interchangeable.

❌  The editor decided to kill the story because it was not interesting.

✅  The editor decided to drop/spike the story because it was not compelling enough.

Note: While kill a story is valid, it typically implies suppression under pressure for ethical or political reasons,

not simply poor editorial judgement. In neutral contexts, drop or spike are more appropriate.

❌  She is a foreign correspond for the BBC.

✅  She is a foreign correspondent for the BBC.

Note: The full word is correspondent — do not shorten or mispronounce this professional title.

freetestenglish.com Page 7 of 32

https://freetestenglish.com/


❌  The press release was published before the embargo.

✅  The press release was published in breach of the embargo.

Note: An embargo means you are not permitted to publish before a specified time. Publishing early means

breaching the embargo — this is a serious professional and sometimes legal violation.

Media and Journalism Vocabulary: Quick Summary & Review

In this lesson, you have explored the rich and nuanced vocabulary of media and journalism at an advanced

level. Here is a concise summary of the key areas covered:

News production vocabulary — including scoop, editorial, embargo, syndication, and copy — gives you the

language to discuss how news stories are created, managed, and distributed.

Ethics and standards vocabulary — such as impartiality, fabrication, source protection, chequebook

journalism, and gatekeeping — allows you to engage critically with the responsibilities and dilemmas facing

modern journalists.

Digital and contemporary media vocabulary — including disinformation, echo chamber, clickbait, media

literacy, and rolling news — equips you to discuss the evolving media landscape with confidence and

accuracy.

Key collocations such as break a story, kill a story, run a story, and spin a narrative ensure that your language

sounds natural and professional in both spoken and written contexts.

Critical distinctions — between disinformation and misinformation, impartiality and objectivity, and column,

article, and feature — demonstrate the precision that C1 learners are expected to command.

Now practise media and journalism vocabulary in the exercises below.
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Media and Journalism Vocabulary – Practice Test
C1 | Practice Exercises: Multiple Choice, Fill-in-the-Gap, Fill-in-the-Blank, Matrix Matching & Sorting

Part 1: Multiple Choice (Questions 1–10)

1 A journalist who deliberately presents only one perspective on a controversial issue, ignoring

counterarguments, is said to be producing ________ reporting.

A investigative

B partisan

C syndicated

D embargoed

2 The editor decided to ________ the story until the official press conference so that all media

outlets would receive it simultaneously.

A redact

B embargo

C syndicate

D retract

3 Which term best describes the practice of a single media company owning multiple newspapers,

television stations, and online platforms across different markets?

A convergence

B consolidation

C syndication

D oligopoly

4 The newspaper issued a formal ________ after it published an article containing factual errors

that damaged the subject's reputation.

A disclaimer

B retraction

C clarification

D rebuttal
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5 A story that is ________ appears in multiple newspapers or on multiple platforms because it has

been licensed from its original publisher.

A embargoed

B leaked

C syndicated

D redacted

6 The term ________ refers to the phenomenon whereby readers are exposed only to news stories

that reinforce their existing beliefs, partly due to algorithmic filtering.

A media saturation

B echo chamber

C spin doctoring

D gatekeeping

7 Which verb most precisely describes the act of a government official secretly providing

confidential information to a journalist without authorisation?

A to disclose

B to leak

C to divulge

D to brief

8 Journalists who work without a permanent contract for a single outlet, selling individual stories

to various publications, are commonly described as ________.

A stringers

B correspondents

C columnists

D sub-editors

9 The politician hired a ________ whose sole role was to manage media narratives, suppress

damaging stories, and present government policy in the most favourable light possible.

A press secretary

B spin doctor

C news anchor

D ombudsman
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10 The practice of publishing sensational, exaggerated, or misleading headlines primarily to attract

clicks and generate advertising revenue is known as ________.

A native advertising

B clickbait

C advertorial

D churnalism

Part 2: Fill in the Gap (Questions 11–20)

11 The investigative journalist spent months gathering evidence before publishing the ___ that

exposed widespread corruption in the government.

A exposé

B commentary

C synopsis

12 The newspaper was accused of ___ after it published a story based on a single anonymous

source without corroborating evidence.

A sensationalism

B plagiarism

C impartiality

13 The editor decided to ___ several paragraphs from the article to ensure it met the publication's

strict word count.

A redact

B endorse

C circulate

14 The political party issued a strongly worded ___ in response to the broadcaster's coverage,

which they deemed biased and misleading.

A rebuttal

B manifesto

C profile

15 The broadcaster was heavily criticised for its lack of ___, as the panel consisted entirely of

commentators from one political persuasion.

A impartiality

B circulation

C attribution
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16 The story went ___ overnight, reaching millions of readers across social media platforms before

the print edition had even been distributed.

A viral

B dormant

C syndicated

17 The news agency agreed to ___ its investigative report to over 200 affiliated newspapers

worldwide, ensuring maximum reach.

A syndicate

B embargo

C broadcast

18 Journalists were informed of the government's announcement under strict ___, meaning they

could not publish the story until the official press conference.

A embargo

B byline

C dateline

19 The ___ at the top of the article credited the veteran correspondent who had spent three weeks

embedded with frontline troops.

A byline

B masthead

C dateline

20 The media watchdog ruled that the outlet had engaged in ___ by publishing fabricated quotes

attributed to a prominent scientist.

A fabrication

B libel

C spin

Part 3: Fill in the Blank (Questions 21–30)

21 The newspaper issued a formal _________________ after publishing inaccurate statistics about

the unemployment rate, acknowledging that the figures had been fundamentally misleading.

22 Critics accused the broadcaster of _________________ for using dramatic headlines and

exaggerated language to attract viewers rather than reporting the facts objectively.

freetestenglish.com Page 12 of 32

https://freetestenglish.com/


23 The investigative journalist relied heavily on an anonymous _________________ who had leaked

classified documents revealing systematic corruption within the government ministry.

24 The editor refused to run the story without independent corroboration, insisting that every claim

had to be verified by at least two separate _________________ before publication.

25 Several media watchdog groups raised concerns about the growing _________________ of news

outlets under a single corporate owner, warning that it threatened editorial diversity and

independence.

26 The documentary was praised for its unflinching _________________ , presenting all sides of the

political controversy without allowing the filmmakers' personal views to colour the narrative.

27 The media strategist advised the politician to control the _________________ by releasing a

carefully worded statement before the opposition could frame the story to their advantage.

28 The broadcast regulator launched an inquiry into whether the network had breached impartiality

guidelines by giving disproportionate airtime to one political _________________ ahead of the

general election.

29 Advertisers threatened to withdraw their sponsorship following the controversy, giving the

network's management significant _________________ over the editorial team's decision-

making.

30 The press conference descended into chaos when reporters accused the spokesperson of being

deliberately _________________ , refusing to give direct answers to questions about the financial

scandal.

Part 4: Matrix / Match Values (Questions 31–40)
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31 Match each media and journalism term on the left with its correct definition on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A The line in an article identifying the name of the
author or journalist

B A line at the beginning of a news story indicating
the place and date of origin

C The printed title and ownership details at the top
of a newspaper's front page

D An introductory summary printed in larger type
below a headline to draw readers in

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Masthead [          ]

Byline [          ]

Dateline [          ]

Standfirst [          ]

32 Match each journalism concept on the left with its closest synonym or equivalent term on the

right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A A concerted effort to suppress or conceal
damaging facts from public scrutiny

B Deliberate framing of information to shape public
perception favourably

C A particular bias or angle in presenting a news
story

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Spin [          ]

Slant [          ]

Whitewash [          ]
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33 Match each type of journalism on the left with its accurate description on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A Reporting conducted from within a military unit,
providing access in exchange for operational
restrictions

B A form of reporting that deliberately promotes a
particular social or political cause

C A subjective, first-person reporting style in which
the journalist is immersed in the events being
covered

D The controversial practice of paying sources or
subjects for exclusive stories or interviews

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Gonzo journalism [          ]

Embedded journalism [          ]

Chequebook journalism [          ]

Advocacy journalism [          ]

34 Match each collocation on the left with the word that correctly completes it on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A Retract B Break

C Spike D Plant

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

To _______ a story (fabricate it entirely) [          ]

To _______ a story (publish it exclusively first) [          ]

To _______ a story (withdraw it after publication) [          ]

To _______ a story (prevent its publication) [          ]

35 Match each term related to media ethics on the left with its correct meaning on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A Information that may be fully quoted and
attributed to the named source

B Information that can inform reporting but must
not be attributed to any source whatsoever

C Information shared with a journalist that cannot
be directly quoted or attributed

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Off the record [          ]

Deep background [          ]

On the record [          ]
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36 Match each word on the left with its correct definition in the context of broadcast media.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A Spontaneous interviews with members of the
general public conducted on location

B The lead presenter who hosts a news programme
and coordinates live reporting

C The graphical text overlay displaying names or
information at the bottom of a television screen

D Narration recorded by a speaker who does not
appear on screen

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Chyron [          ]

Voiceover [          ]

Vox pop [          ]

Anchor [          ]

37 Match each term describing news content on the left with its correct meaning on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A An investigative piece that reveals previously
concealed or scandalous information

B Material that remains relevant and publishable
regardless of when it is read

C An uncritical, overly flattering article promoting a
person, product, or organisation

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Evergreen content [          ]

Puff piece [          ]

Exposé [          ]
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38 Match each term related to digital and online media on the left with its correct definition on the

right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A Paid promotional content designed to resemble
and blend in with editorial material

B A platform or service that collects and
redistributes news content from multiple media
sources

C Online material accessible only to subscribers
who have paid for access

D Sensationalised or misleading headlines
designed primarily to attract clicks rather than
inform

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Clickbait [          ]

Paywalled content [          ]

Native advertising [          ]

Aggregator [          ]

39 Match each formal journalism term on the left with its correct synonym or explanation on the

right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A A court order prohibiting a media outlet from
publishing specific material

B A published false statement that is damaging to a
person's reputation

C A court order that not only prevents publication
but also bans reporting of the injunction's very
existence

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Libel [          ]

Injunction [          ]

Super-injunction [          ]
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40 Match each phrase related to media influence on the left with its correct meaning on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

A The way in which media coverage shapes how
audiences interpret and contextualise an issue

B The effect by which media exposure influences
the criteria audiences use to evaluate public
figures

C The process by which editors and media
organisations control which stories reach the
public

D The media's power to influence which issues the
public perceives as most important

Item / Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Gatekeeping [          ]

Agenda-setting [          ]

Framing [          ]

Priming [          ]

Part 5: Sort the Values (Questions 41–50)

41 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

fact-checking. investigative far-reaching journalist meticulous uncovered corporate

scandal through months The of a

42 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

fundamentally traditional gatekeeping journalism mainstream disrupted outlets.

Citizen media role has the of

43 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

whistleblowers, malfeasance unreported. government instances entirely would Were

many have gone not for it of
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44 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

editor-in-chief independence compromised commercial pressures. editorial stressed

never that must The be by

45 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

Sensationalist click-through headlines, clickbait. condemned designed maximise

rates, widely have been form to as of a

46 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

misinformation retraction published campaign. public extent until fully grasp

Not the was did the the the of

47 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

proliferation journalism. paywalled questions equitable content serious quality

raised access about The has of to

48 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

correspondent comprehensive on-the-ground exclusive granted access, Having

report within hours. filed been the a

49 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

unsubstantiated organisations allegations. distinguish rigorously incumbent verified

between media facts upon and It is to
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50 Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

accordingly. journalists algorithms pervasive influence compelled seasoned content

social become tailor media their that even feel has the So of

to
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Answer Key & Explanations
Media and Journalism Vocabulary | C1

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. B Correct Answer: partisan

✅  Explanation: Partisan reporting refers to journalism that is strongly biased in favour of a particular

party, cause, or viewpoint, lacking objectivity. The outlet was criticised for its overtly partisan

coverage of the election.

2. B Correct Answer: embargo

✅  Explanation: To embargo a story means to place a restriction on its publication or broadcast until

a specified time. The government embargoed the report until the minister could address parliament.

3. B Correct Answer: consolidation

✅  Explanation: Consolidation in media refers to the merging or acquisition of multiple outlets under

one corporate entity, concentrating ownership. Critics argued that further consolidation would

undermine editorial independence and plurality of voices.

4. B Correct Answer: retraction

✅  Explanation: A retraction is an official withdrawal of a previously published statement or article

that has been found to be inaccurate or defamatory. The editor issued a full retraction and offered a

public apology to the individuals named.

5. C Correct Answer: syndicated

✅  Explanation: A syndicated piece of content is one that is sold or licensed to several different

outlets simultaneously by a news agency or content service. Her column is syndicated in over forty

regional newspapers across the country.

6. B Correct Answer: echo chamber

✅  Explanation: An echo chamber describes a media environment in which individuals encounter

only opinions and information that mirror their own views, amplifying those views and excluding

dissenting perspectives. Social media algorithms have been blamed for creating echo chambers that

deepen political polarisation.

7. B Correct Answer: to leak

✅  Explanation: To leak specifically implies the unauthorised and covert disclosure of confidential

information, typically from within an institution, to the press. While to disclose and to divulge can

suggest revealing information, they lack the connotation of secrecy and impropriety. An anonymous

source leaked the classified documents to the investigative reporter.

8. A Correct Answer: stringers

✅  Explanation: A stringer is a freelance journalist who contributes stories to news organisations on

a non-staff, per-piece basis, often covering a specific geographic area. The paper relied on local

stringers to report from regions where it had no permanent staff.
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9. B Correct Answer: spin doctor

✅  Explanation: A spin doctor is a person, typically a political publicist or communications adviser,

who manipulates the presentation of information to create a favourable public perception, often

through selective emphasis or misleading framing. The spin doctor coached ministers on how to

deflect difficult questions during press briefings.

10. B Correct Answer: clickbait

✅  Explanation: Clickbait refers to online content, particularly headlines or thumbnails, deliberately

crafted to entice users to click by making exaggerated or misleading claims, prioritising traffic over

journalistic integrity. The study found that clickbait headlines significantly distorted readers'

understanding of complex scientific findings.

Part 2: Fill in the Gap

11. A Correct Answer: exposé

✅  Explanation: An exposé is a piece of journalism that reveals shocking or previously hidden

information, often about wrongdoing. The exposé brought down several senior officials.

12. A Correct Answer: sensationalism

✅  Explanation: Sensationalism refers to the practice of presenting news in an exaggerated or

shocking way to attract attention, often at the expense of accuracy. Critics condemned the tabloid's

sensationalism over the celebrity scandal.

13. A Correct Answer: redact

✅  Explanation: To redact means to edit or censor parts of a document, particularly by removing

sensitive or unnecessary information before publication. Classified details were redacted from the

leaked report.

14. A Correct Answer: rebuttal

✅  Explanation: A rebuttal is a formal counter-argument or denial issued in response to criticism or a

claim made in the media. The spokesperson's rebuttal was published the following morning.

15. A Correct Answer: impartiality

✅  Explanation: Impartiality is the principle of presenting news without bias or favouritism toward

any particular side. Public broadcasters are legally required to maintain impartiality.

16. A Correct Answer: viral

✅  Explanation: When content goes viral, it spreads extremely rapidly across the internet or social

media, reaching a vast audience in a very short time. The video went viral within hours of being

posted.

17. A Correct Answer: syndicate

✅  Explanation: To syndicate content means to supply it simultaneously to multiple media outlets for

publication or broadcast. The column is syndicated in dozens of international newspapers.
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18. A Correct Answer: embargo

✅  Explanation: A press embargo is an agreement between a source and journalists to withhold

publication of information until a specified time. The report was released under embargo until

midnight.

19. A Correct Answer: byline

✅  Explanation: A byline is the line in a news article that names the author or journalist who wrote

the piece. Her byline appeared on the front page for the first time.

20. A Correct Answer: fabrication

✅  Explanation: Fabrication in journalism refers to the invention of facts, quotes, or events that did

not occur, constituting a serious breach of journalistic ethics. The reporter was dismissed after the

fabrication was uncovered.

Part 3: Fill in the Blank

21. retraction Correct Answer: retraction

✅  Explanation: A retraction is an official withdrawal of a previously published statement

that has been found to be false or erroneous. The editor demanded an immediate retraction

of the defamatory article.

22. sensationalism Correct Answer: sensationalism

✅  Explanation: Sensationalism refers to the journalistic practice of presenting stories

in an exaggerated, shocking manner to provoke emotional reactions rather than inform.

Tabloids are often criticised for their reliance on sensationalism.

23. whistleblower Correct Answer: whistleblower

✅  Explanation: A whistleblower is someone who exposes wrongdoing or illegal activity

within an organisation, often at personal risk. The whistleblower's testimony was central

to the corruption investigation.

24. sources Correct Answer: sources

✅  Explanation: In journalism, sources are individuals or documents that provide information

to a reporter. Requiring multiple sources is a cornerstone of responsible, fact-based reporting.

Journalists protect the identities of confidential sources.

25. consolidation Correct Answer: consolidation

✅  Explanation: Consolidation in media refers to the merging of multiple outlets under

one ownership, which can reduce the variety of editorial voices available to the public.

Media consolidation has accelerated significantly over the past two decades.

26. objectivity Correct Answer: objectivity

✅  Explanation: Objectivity is a core journalistic principle requiring reporters to present

facts impartially, without personal bias or agenda. True objectivity is considered both an

ideal and a challenge in modern journalism.
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27. narrative Correct Answer: narrative

✅  Explanation: In media and politics, narrative refers to the overarching story or

interpretation of events that a party seeks to establish in the public consciousness. Controlling

the narrative is essential to effective crisis communication.

28. faction Correct Answer: faction

✅  Explanation: A faction is a distinct group within a larger body, often defined by shared

political beliefs or interests. The regulator found that one faction had received far more

coverage than its rivals.

29. leverage Correct Answer: leverage

✅  Explanation: Leverage refers to the power or influence one party can exert over another,

often through financial or political means. Commercial leverage can seriously compromise

editorial independence.

30. evasive Correct Answer: evasive

✅  Explanation: Evasive describes behaviour characterised by avoiding direct answers or

uncomfortable truths, particularly in a public or official context. The minister's evasive

responses only intensified media scrutiny.

Part 4: Matrix / Match Values

31. Masthead: C • Byline: A • Dateline: B • Standfirst: D Correct Matches:

• Masthead ➔ The printed title and ownership details

at the top of a newspaper's front page

• Byline ➔ The line in an article identifying the name of

the author or journalist

• Dateline ➔ A line at the beginning of a news story

indicating the place and date of origin

• Standfirst ➔ An introductory summary printed in

larger type below a headline to draw readers in

✅  Explanation: These terms refer to the structural

components of a print or digital news article. A byline

credits the journalist, e.g., 'By Sarah Collins', while a

standfirst acts as a hook to engage the reader before

the body text begins.

32. Spin: B • Slant: C • Whitewash: A Correct Matches:

• Spin ➔ Deliberate framing of information to shape public perception

favourably

• Slant ➔ A particular bias or angle in presenting a news story

• Whitewash ➔ A concerted effort to suppress or conceal damaging

facts from public scrutiny

✅  Explanation: All three terms relate to the manipulation of

information. Spin is frequently associated with political PR campaigns,

while a slant reflects editorial bias, e.g., 'The article had a clear right-

wing slant.' A whitewash implies deliberate concealment of wrongdoing.
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33. Gonzo journalism: C • Embedded journalism: A • Chequebook journalism: D • Advocacy

journalism: B

Correct

Matches:

• Gonzo

journalism ➔

A subjective,

first-person

reporting style

in which the

journalist is

immersed in

the events

being covered

• Embedded

journalism ➔

Reporting

conducted

from within a

military unit,

providing

access in

exchange for

operational

restrictions

•

Chequebook

journalism ➔

The

controversial

practice of

paying

sources or

subjects for

exclusive

stories or

interviews

• Advocacy

journalism ➔

A form of

reporting that

deliberately

promotes a

particular

social or

political cause

✅

Explanation:

Gonzo

journalism

was pioneered

by Hunter S.

Thompson,
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while

embedded

journalism

became

widely

discussed

during the Iraq

War.

Chequebook

journalism

raises serious

ethical

concerns

regarding

journalistic

integrity and

editorial

independence.
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34. To _______ a story (fabricate it entirely): D • To _______ a story (publish it exclusively first): B

• To _______ a story (withdraw it after publication): A • To _______ a story (prevent its

publication): C

Correct

Matches:

• To _ a

story

(fabricate it

entirely) ➔

Plant

• To _ a

story

(publish it

exclusively

first) ➔

Break

• To _ a

story

(withdraw it

after

publication)

➔ Retract

• To _ a

story

(prevent its

publication)

➔ Spike

✅

Explanation:

These are

essential

journalistic

collocations.

To break a

story means

to be the

first to

publish it,

e.g., 'The

Guardian

broke the

story on the

data leak.' To

spike a story

means an

editor kills it

before

publication,

often for

legal or

political

reasons.
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35. Off the record: C • Deep background: B • On the record: A Correct Matches:

• Off the record ➔ Information shared with a

journalist that cannot be directly quoted or

attributed

• Deep background ➔ Information that can

inform reporting but must not be attributed to

any source whatsoever

• On the record ➔ Information that may be fully

quoted and attributed to the named source

✅  Explanation: These terms govern the

confidentiality agreement between journalists

and sources. Deep background is the most

restrictive, famously used during the Watergate

scandal with the source known only as 'Deep

Throat'. Understanding these distinctions is

critical to journalistic ethics.

36. Chyron: C • Voiceover: D • Vox pop: A • Anchor: B Correct Matches:

• Chyron ➔ The graphical text overlay displaying names

or information at the bottom of a television screen

• Voiceover ➔ Narration recorded by a speaker who

does not appear on screen

• Vox pop ➔ Spontaneous interviews with members of

the general public conducted on location

• Anchor ➔ The lead presenter who hosts a news

programme and coordinates live reporting

✅  Explanation: These are standard broadcast

journalism terms. Vox pop derives from the Latin vox

populi, meaning 'voice of the people'. A chyron is named

after the company that originally produced the

technology and is also called a lower third.

37. Evergreen content: B • Puff piece: C • Exposé: A Correct Matches:

• Evergreen content ➔ Material that remains relevant

and publishable regardless of when it is read

• Puff piece ➔ An uncritical, overly flattering article

promoting a person, product, or organisation

• Exposé ➔ An investigative piece that reveals previously

concealed or scandalous information

✅  Explanation: Evergreen content is highly valued in

digital publishing for its long-term SEO value. A puff

piece is often viewed as a failure of journalistic

objectivity, e.g., 'The interview was widely criticised as a

puff piece for the celebrity's new film.' An exposé is

typically the product of rigorous investigative journalism.
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38. Clickbait: D • Paywalled content: C • Native advertising: A • Aggregator: B Correct Matches:

• Clickbait ➔ Sensationalised or

misleading headlines designed

primarily to attract clicks rather

than inform

• Paywalled content ➔ Online

material accessible only to

subscribers who have paid for

access

• Native advertising ➔ Paid

promotional content designed to

resemble and blend in with

editorial material

• Aggregator ➔ A platform or

service that collects and

redistributes news content from

multiple media sources

✅  Explanation: These terms are

central to understanding the

contemporary digital media

landscape. Native advertising

raises ethical questions about the

blurring of editorial and

commercial content, while

clickbait is frequently criticised

for prioritising engagement

metrics over journalistic value.

39. Libel: B • Injunction: A • Super-injunction: C Correct Matches:

• Libel ➔ A published false statement that is damaging to a

person's reputation

• Injunction ➔ A court order prohibiting a media outlet from

publishing specific material

• Super-injunction ➔ A court order that not only prevents

publication but also bans reporting of the injunction's very

existence

✅  Explanation: These are key legal concepts in media law.

Libel differs from slander in that it is written or broadcast

rather than spoken. A super-injunction is particularly

contentious as it imposes a double layer of secrecy,

preventing any public acknowledgement of the restriction.
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40. Gatekeeping: C • Agenda-setting: D • Framing: A • Priming: B Correct Matches:

• Gatekeeping ➔ The process by which

editors and media organisations control

which stories reach the public

• Agenda-setting ➔ The media's power to

influence which issues the public perceives

as most important

• Framing ➔ The way in which media

coverage shapes how audiences interpret

and contextualise an issue

• Priming ➔ The effect by which media

exposure influences the criteria audiences

use to evaluate public figures

✅  Explanation: These are foundational

concepts in media theory. Agenda-setting

was theorised by McCombs and Shaw,

suggesting the media tells audiences what to

think about, while framing determines how to

think about it. Priming extends this by

influencing the standards of judgement

audiences apply to politicians and

institutions.

Part 5: Sort the Values

41. Correct Answer: The investigative journalist uncovered a far-reaching corporate scandal through

months of meticulous fact-checking.

✅  Explanation: The sentence follows a standard Subject-Verb-Object structure: The investigative

journalist (subject) + uncovered (transitive verb) + a far-reaching corporate scandal (object). The

prepositional phrase through months of meticulous fact-checking functions as an adverbial of manner,

placed at the end to provide context without disrupting the core clause.

42. Correct Answer: Citizen journalism has fundamentally disrupted the traditional gatekeeping role of

mainstream media outlets.

✅  Explanation: This is a present perfect sentence with has disrupted as the verb phrase. The adverb

fundamentally is correctly placed between the auxiliary and the main verb to modify the degree of

disruption. The noun phrase the traditional gatekeeping role of mainstream media outlets serves as the

direct object.

43. Correct Answer: Were it not for whistleblowers, many instances of government malfeasance would

have gone entirely unreported.

✅  Explanation: This sentence uses inverted conditional syntax (formal register), where Were it not for

replaces If it were not for through subject-auxiliary inversion. The main clause uses would have gone as

the past conditional form, and the adverb entirely is placed before the past participle unreported for

emphasis.
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44. Correct Answer: The editor-in-chief stressed that editorial independence must never be

compromised by commercial pressures.

✅  Explanation: The main clause The editor-in-chief stressed is followed by a that-clause as the reported

speech object. Within the subordinate clause, editorial independence is the subject of a passive modal

construction (must never be compromised). The adverb never is correctly placed between the modal and

the auxiliary be.

45. Correct Answer: Sensationalist headlines, designed to maximise click-through rates, have been

widely condemned as a form of clickbait.

✅  Explanation: The subject Sensationalist headlines is post-modified by a reduced relative clause

(designed to maximise click-through rates), set off by commas. The main predicate uses present perfect

passive (have been condemned), with the adverb widely placed between the auxiliaries and the past

participle, and the as-phrase completing the complement.

46. Correct Answer: Not until the retraction was published did the public fully grasp the extent of the

misinformation campaign.

✅  Explanation: This sentence employs fronted negative adverbial inversion with Not until, a hallmark of

formal written English. When a negative adverbial is fronted, subject-auxiliary inversion occurs in the main

clause (did the public rather than the public did). The adverb fully is placed before the main verb grasp to

modify it.

47. Correct Answer: The proliferation of paywalled content has raised serious questions about equitable

access to quality journalism.

✅  Explanation: The subject is the complex noun phrase The proliferation of paywalled content, where of

paywalled content is a post-modifying prepositional phrase. The verb is present perfect (has raised),

and the object serious questions is followed by the prepositional phrase about equitable access to quality

journalism, which acts as a post-modifier of questions.

48. Correct Answer: Having been granted exclusive access, the correspondent filed a comprehensive on-

the-ground report within hours.

✅  Explanation: The sentence opens with a perfect passive participle clause (Having been granted

exclusive access), which indicates an action completed before the main clause. The implied subject of this

clause is the same as the main clause subject, the correspondent. The main clause follows with Subject-

Verb-Object order, and within hours is an adverbial of time placed finally.

49. Correct Answer: It is incumbent upon media organisations to distinguish rigorously between verified

facts and unsubstantiated allegations.

✅  Explanation: This sentence uses the extraposition structure with a dummy subject It, followed by the

adjective phrase incumbent upon media organisations. The infinitive clause to distinguish rigorously

between... is the logical subject, placed after the adjective phrase. The adverb rigorously immediately

follows the infinitive verb distinguish to express the manner of the action.

50. Correct Answer: So pervasive has the influence of social media algorithms become that even

seasoned journalists feel compelled to tailor their content accordingly.

✅  Explanation: This sentence uses inverted exclamatory syntax with the so...that construction. When

the degree adjective so pervasive is fronted for emphasis, subject-auxiliary inversion applies (has the

influence...become). The result clause introduced by that follows, expressing the consequence of the

extreme degree described. The adverb accordingly is placed finally as a sentence adverbial.
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Score Guide

45–50 Correct Excellent! You have mastered this topic.

38–44 Correct Very good! Review the rules you missed.

30–37 Correct Good start. Re-read the lesson and examples.

0–29 Correct Study the lesson again before retaking the test.
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