
C1

Discoure Markers
Grammar Lesson, Examples & 30 Practice Questions

Discourse Markers in English

When we speak or write in English, we do not simply list ideas one after another. We connect them, organise

them, and signal how they relate to each other. The tools we use to do this are called discourse markers.

Discourse markers are words and phrases that guide your listener or reader through your ideas. They show

whether you are adding information, contrasting ideas, giving examples, explaining consequences, or

changing the subject. At C1 level, using discourse markers with precision and variety is one of the key

features that marks you as a highly proficient speaker and writer.

Consider these two versions of the same paragraph:

Without discourse markers:

The project was a success. We faced many challenges. The budget was reduced. The team worked very hard.

We delivered on time.

With discourse markers:

The project was ultimately a success. Nevertheless, we faced many challenges along the way. For instance,

the budget was significantly reduced. Despite this, the team worked extremely hard, and as a result, we

delivered on time.

The second version is clearer, more cohesive, and far more sophisticated. This lesson will teach you how to

use discourse markers accurately and naturally at an advanced level.

What Are Discourse Markers?

Discourse markers are words, phrases, or clauses that perform organisational and relational functions in

spoken and written discourse. They operate at the level of the text rather than the sentence, meaning they

link ideas across sentences and paragraphs, not just within a single clause.

Discourse markers can be:

Single words: however, furthermore, nevertheless, besides, admittedly

Short phrases: in addition, on the other hand, as a result, for instance

Longer expressions: having said that, with this in mind, by the same token

They are grammatically diverse — they can function as conjunctions, adverbs, prepositional phrases, or

sentence adverbials — but their shared purpose is to signal the logical relationship between ideas.

Categories of Discourse Markers
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Discourse markers are best learned and understood by category, as each category serves a distinct

communicative function. Below are the main categories with explanations, examples, and key markers to

know.

1. Adding Information

These discourse markers signal that you are providing additional information that supports, extends, or

develops what has already been said. They are used when your ideas are moving in the same direction.

Common markers:

furthermore, moreover, in addition, additionally, what is more, besides, not only that, on top of that, equally,

likewise, similarly

Key distinctions at C1 level:

Furthermore / Moreover — These are formal and introduce a point that is often more important or emphatic

than the previous one. Moreover is particularly strong. Use these in academic writing and formal speech.

In addition / Additionally — Slightly less emphatic than furthermore; used to add a point of roughly equal

importance.

Besides — Can introduce an additional point, but also carries a tone of "and anyway" or "what is more

relevant." It is slightly more informal.

Likewise / Similarly — These indicate that the next point is comparable to the previous one. They do not just

add; they draw a parallel.

Examples:

The new policy will reduce costs. Furthermore, it will improve staff morale across the organisation.

She speaks fluent Mandarin. Moreover, she has extensive experience working in Shanghai.

The hotel was beautifully designed. Similarly, the restaurant reflected the same attention to detail.

I do not think he is qualified for the role. Besides, he has shown very little interest in the responsibilities

involved.

2. Contrasting Ideas

These discourse markers signal that the next idea is in conflict with, or unexpected in relation to, the previous

one. At C1 level, it is important to understand the subtle differences between contrast markers.

Common markers:

however, nevertheless, nonetheless, on the other hand, in contrast, that said, having said that, even so, yet,

all the same, by contrast, conversely, while, whereas, albeit

Key distinctions at C1 level:

However — The most versatile contrast marker. Can appear at the start of a sentence, after a comma mid-

sentence, or before a clause. It simply introduces an opposing or qualifying idea.

Nevertheless / Nonetheless — Both mean "in spite of that." They are more emphatic than however and

suggest that despite a significant obstacle or concession, the outcome or point still stands. Nonetheless is

slightly more formal.

Having said that / That said — These are semi-formal and often used in speech and essays to introduce a

qualification or concession. They feel more natural and conversational than nevertheless.
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On the other hand — This signals a move to the opposite side of an argument or a contrasting perspective. It

implies that both sides have been considered.

Conversely — Introduces a situation that is the direct opposite of what was just described. More formal and

specific than on the other hand.

Whereas / While — Used within a single sentence to contrast two clauses directly. Whereas is slightly more

emphatic.

Albeit — A formal, concessive marker meaning "although" or "even if," used within a clause. He agreed, albeit

reluctantly.

Examples:

The results were encouraging. However, further research is clearly needed before any conclusions can be

drawn.

The conditions were terrible. Nevertheless, the rescue team pressed on and completed the mission.

She found the work exhausting. That said, she would not have traded the experience for anything.

Urban areas are becoming increasingly expensive. Conversely, many rural communities are seeing a decline

in property values.

Whereas the first draft was vague and unfocused, the final version was precise and compelling.

3. Showing Cause and Effect

These discourse markers show that one idea is the reason for, or the result of, another. They establish logical

consequence between ideas.

Common markers:

as a result, consequently, therefore, thus, hence, for this reason, as a consequence, it follows that,

accordingly, so much so that, owing to this, this led to

Key distinctions at C1 level:

Therefore / Thus / Hence — All signal logical conclusions or consequences. Therefore is the most common

and widely applicable. Thus is more formal and often used in academic or legal writing. Hence is also formal

and is typically used before noun phrases rather than full clauses: Hence the need for reform.

As a result / Consequently — Both introduce the outcome of the previous situation. Consequently often

implies a more serious or significant consequence.

Accordingly — Suggests that the action taken was appropriate or logical in light of the previous information. It

has a formal, professional tone.

So much so that — An emphatic expression that shows the consequence was extreme or surprising: The film

was critically praised, so much so that it was re-released in over thirty countries.

Examples:

The data was inconclusive. As a result, the board decided to commission a second study.

He had not slept in forty-eight hours. Consequently, his performance during the presentation was

disappointing.

Demand for the product has increased substantially. Accordingly, we have decided to expand production

capacity.

The drought lasted for three consecutive years. Hence the severe food shortages that followed.

4. Giving Examples and Illustrating
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These discourse markers introduce specific cases, instances, or illustrations that support a general point.

Common markers:

for example, for instance, such as, to illustrate, a case in point, to take one example, in particular, namely,

specifically, take the case of

Key distinctions at C1 level:

For example / For instance — These are interchangeable but for instance is slightly more formal in writing.

Both introduce a non-exhaustive example.

Namely — Introduces a precise identification or specification of what was just mentioned. Unlike for example,

namely implies that what follows is complete and exact, not just one example among many.

A case in point — A slightly more sophisticated alternative to for example; it suggests the example is

particularly relevant or telling.

In particular / Specifically — These narrow down a general statement to a more precise one. They do not just

give an example; they focus attention.

Examples:

Several factors contributed to the decline. For instance, the company failed to adapt to changing consumer

preferences.

There are two main issues we need to address, namely the funding shortfall and the lack of trained

personnel.

Many of our competitors have adopted similar strategies. A case in point is Meridian Technologies, which

launched an identical initiative last year.

The report highlights several concerns, in particular the rising levels of youth unemployment.

5. Conceding and Acknowledging

These discourse markers are used when you want to acknowledge the other side of an argument before

making your own point. This is a highly sophisticated rhetorical technique used by advanced speakers and

writers.

Common markers:

admittedly, granted, it is true that, of course, certainly, to be fair, it must be acknowledged that, there is no

denying that, while it is the case that, no doubt

Key distinctions at C1 level:

Admittedly — Used to concede a point that might weaken your own argument, before going on to defend your

position. It shows intellectual honesty.

Granted — Similar to admittedly; slightly more conversational. Often used alone at the start of a sentence.

It is true that / There is no denying that — These formally acknowledge a fact or a valid point on the

opposing side, making your subsequent counter-argument more credible.

To be fair — A semi-formal expression used to introduce a point in favour of someone or something that has

been criticised.

Examples:

Admittedly, the cost of the programme is significant. However, the long-term savings far outweigh the initial

investment.

Granted, the approach has its limitations, but it remains the most viable option currently available to us.
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There is no denying that social media has transformed the way people communicate. That said, its negative

effects on mental health must not be overlooked.

To be fair, the previous administration did make some progress on this issue, even if it fell short of what was

needed.

6. Structuring and Sequencing

These discourse markers organise information sequentially and help the reader or listener follow the

progression of your argument or narrative.

Common markers:

first of all, to begin with, initially, in the first instance, subsequently, thereafter, finally, ultimately, to conclude,

in conclusion, to sum up, in summary, at this stage, at this point, prior to this

Key distinctions at C1 level:

Initially / Subsequently / Thereafter — These form a formal sequence. Initially refers to the first stage,

subsequently to what came after, and thereafter to everything that followed from that point. They are more

formal than first, then, after that.

Ultimately — Refers to the final outcome or conclusion, often after a long process. It can also be used to cut

through complexity and identify the most important point.

In the first instance — Refers to the first step or initial action. A formal alternative to first of all.

Examples:

Initially, the negotiations appeared to be progressing well. Subsequently, however, both parties reached a

deadlock.

Thereafter, the situation deteriorated rapidly, leading to the collapse of the talks.

Ultimately, what matters most is not the process but the outcome for the communities affected.

In the first instance, we recommend that you contact your local authority for guidance.

7. Reformulating and Clarifying

These discourse markers are used when you want to rephrase, explain, or clarify what you have just said —

either to make it simpler, more precise, or to correct a potential misunderstanding.

Common markers:

in other words, that is to say, to put it another way, to clarify, to be more precise, what I mean is, or rather,

more accurately, to rephrase this

Key distinctions at C1 level:

In other words / To put it another way — Both introduce a restatement of the previous idea in simpler or

clearer language. To put it another way is slightly more conversational.

That is to say — More formal; introduces a precise explanation or qualification of what was just said.

Or rather — Used to correct or refine what you have just said, indicating that the first version was not quite

accurate.

More accurately — Similar to or rather but more formal; introduces a more precise restatement.

Examples:

The situation is unsustainable. In other words, something has to change, and it has to change soon.

The decision was unanimous — that is to say, every member of the committee voted in favour.
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He was disappointed — or rather, deeply frustrated — by the lack of progress.

The policy will affect most employees. To put it another way, very few members of staff will be exempt.

8. Digressing and Returning

These discourse markers signal that you are temporarily moving away from your main point, or that you are

returning to it after a digression.

Common markers (digressing):

incidentally, as an aside, by the way, it is worth mentioning that, on a related note, this brings to mind

Common markers (returning):

to return to the main point, anyway, as I was saying, to get back to, to come back to, returning to the issue of

Examples:

The conference was a great success. Incidentally, it was held in the same building where the original treaty

was signed.

On a related note, the research team has recently published a follow-up study that addresses some of these

concerns.

To return to the main point, the key question here is whether the investment is justified given the current

economic climate.

As I was saying, the evidence clearly points to a need for a fundamental change in approach.

9. Emphasising and Highlighting

These discourse markers draw particular attention to a point that the speaker or writer considers especially

significant.

Common markers:

above all, most importantly, crucially, significantly, notably, what is particularly striking is, it is worth

emphasising that, it cannot be overstated that, of particular note is

Examples:

Several factors contributed to the outcome. Above all, the lack of clear leadership proved decisive.

Crucially, the report fails to address the long-term environmental consequences of the proposed

development.

The findings are significant in a number of respects. Notably, they challenge several widely held assumptions

about economic migration.

It cannot be overstated that early intervention is the most effective tool we have in addressing this crisis.

Discourse Markers: A Reference Table

Function Key Markers Register

Adding information furthermore, moreover, in addition, likewise, similarly Formal / Neutral

Contrasting however, nevertheless, that said, conversely, whereas Formal / Neutral

Cause and effect therefore, as a result, consequently, hence, accordingly Formal / Neutral
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Function Key Markers Register

Giving examples for instance, namely, a case in point, in particular Neutral / Formal

Conceding admittedly, granted, there is no denying that, to be fair Formal / Semi-formal

Sequencing initially, subsequently, thereafter, ultimately Formal

Reformulating in other words, or rather, that is to say, more accurately Neutral / Formal

Digressing / Returning incidentally, to return to, as I was saying Neutral / Informal

Emphasising above all, crucially, notably, it cannot be overstated that Formal

Register and Context: Choosing the Right Marker

One of the most important skills at C1 level is selecting discourse markers that are appropriate for the

register (level of formality) of your text or speech. Using the wrong register is a common error even among

advanced learners.

Consider the difference between these pairs of markers that share a similar function but differ in formality:

Informal / Semi-formal Formal Equivalent Function

but however / nevertheless Contrast

also / and furthermore / moreover Adding

so therefore / consequently Result

like / such as for instance / namely Exemplifying

anyway to return to the main point Returning

by the way incidentally / as an aside Digressing

in the end ultimately / finally Concluding

In a formal essay or academic paper, you should use the markers in the right-hand column. In a spoken

presentation or informal discussion, both columns are often acceptable, but the left-hand column feels more

natural.

Punctuation With Discourse Markers

Using correct punctuation with discourse markers is essential at C1 level. Errors in punctuation can undermine

the clarity and professionalism of your writing.

At the beginning of a sentence
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When a discourse marker begins a new sentence, it is typically followed by a comma:

The proposal was rejected. However, the committee agreed to reconsider it next month.

The results were disappointing. Nevertheless, the team remained optimistic.

The budget was limited. As a result, several projects had to be postponed.

In the middle of a sentence

When a discourse marker is inserted into the middle of a sentence, it is surrounded by commas:

The findings, however, suggest a very different picture.

This decision, admittedly, was not without controversy.

Connecting two independent clauses

When discourse markers connect two clauses within a single sentence, use a semicolon before the marker

and a comma after it:

The project was ambitious; nevertheless, the team delivered exceptional results.

Demand has increased significantly; consequently, prices are expected to rise further.

Note: This construction is more formal and is particularly common in academic writing.

Important Differences and Special Cases

However vs. Nevertheless vs. Nonetheless

All three introduce a contrast, but there are important nuances:

However — General contrast. The most commonly used. Can be used in almost any context.

Nevertheless — Emphasises that something happens or is true in spite of a specific difficulty or obstacle that

has been mentioned. The contrast feels more significant or surprising.

Nonetheless — Very similar to nevertheless and largely interchangeable in formal writing. Nonetheless tends

to feel slightly more formal or academic.

Compare:

The film received mixed reviews. However, it was a commercial success. (simple contrast)

Despite severe budget cuts and significant staff shortages, the team nevertheless managed to complete the

project on time. (contrast despite serious obstacles)

Therefore vs. Thus vs. Hence

Therefore — Broad logical conclusion. Used in formal and informal writing alike.

Thus — Formal and academic; often used in scientific or legal writing. Can also mean "in this way."

Hence — Very formal; typically used before a noun phrase rather than a full clause: Hence the decision. /

Hence the need for urgent action. Using it before a full clause (Hence the government decided...) is possible

but less common in modern British English.

Moreover vs. Furthermore

Both add information, but moreover is typically used to introduce a point that is even more important or

surprising than the previous one. Furthermore simply adds another relevant point. In practice, many writers
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use them interchangeably, but at C1 level, understanding this nuance can improve the precision of your

writing.

The candidate is highly experienced. Furthermore, she has excellent references from previous employers.

(adding an equally strong point)

The candidate is highly experienced. Moreover, she is the only applicant who has worked directly in this field.

(adding an even more compelling point)

Namely vs. For Example

This is a distinction many learners miss. Namely introduces a complete and specific identification of

something already mentioned. For example introduces one or more examples from a larger group.

❌  Several countries were affected, namely France, Germany, and Spain. (This is correct only if only those

three countries were affected.)

✅  Several countries were affected, for example France, Germany, and Spain. (if others were also affected)

✅  Two countries were severely affected, namely France and Germany. (if exactly those two — no others)

Common Mistakes With Discourse Markers

❌  However I agree with her point, I think the evidence is insufficient.

✅  However, I agree with her point; nevertheless, I think the evidence is insufficient.

(However cannot connect two clauses like a conjunction. Use a semicolon or start a new sentence.)

❌  The results were positive. Therefore, we should however proceed with caution.

✅  The results were positive. Therefore, we should proceed with caution. However, we must remain

vigilant.

(Do not combine two contrasting discourse markers in one clause unless the structure clearly supports it.)

❌  Furthermore, but the report does not address the root cause.

✅  Furthermore, the report does not address the root cause.

(Do not use two contrast or addition markers together. Choose one.)

❌  She was tired. Nevertheless she continued working.

✅  She was tired. Nevertheless, she continued working.

(A comma after the discourse marker at the start of a sentence is required.)

❌  The government introduced several reforms, namely improving infrastructure, creating jobs, and etc.

✅  The government introduced several reforms, namely improvements to infrastructure and significant

job creation initiatives.

(Never use "etc." after "namely." Namely signals a complete list — it contradicts the open-ended implication

of "etc.")

❌  I do not support this policy. Hence, I think it should be reviewed.

✅  I do not support this policy. It should therefore be reviewed.

(Hence before a full clause sounds awkward in modern British English. Reserve "hence" for noun phrases, or

use "therefore" instead.)

❌  The company is expanding. Moreover it has hired fifty new members of staff.

✅  The company is expanding. Moreover, it has hired fifty new members of staff.
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(Always use a comma after a sentence-initial discourse marker.)

❌  To conclude, in summary, the evidence strongly supports this view.

✅  In summary, the evidence strongly supports this view.

(Do not stack sequencing markers. One is sufficient — choose the most appropriate.)

Discourse Markers in Spoken English

At C1 level, it is important to recognise that discourse markers function somewhat differently in spoken

language compared to written language. In speech, discourse markers also serve interpersonal and

interactive functions — managing turns, buying thinking time, and checking understanding.

Some spoken discourse markers you should recognise and use naturally:

Right, so... — Signals a move to the next point or a conclusion.

I mean... — Used to clarify or elaborate on what you just said.

Having said that... — Introduces a qualification; common in academic discussions and debates.

At the end of the day... — Introduces a final, pragmatic conclusion; more informal.

What I'm trying to say is... — Used to reformulate when you feel you have not been clear enough.

If anything... — Suggests that the opposite might be more accurate: If anything, the situation has actually

improved.

That aside... — A concise way to dismiss a point and move forward.

Discourse Markers: Quick Summary

What are discourse markers? Words and phrases that signal the logical relationship between ideas, organise

text, and guide the reader or listener through your argument or narrative.

The main categories and their key markers:

Adding: furthermore, moreover, in addition, similarly, likewise

Contrasting: however, nevertheless, that said, conversely, whereas

Cause and effect: therefore, consequently, as a result, hence, accordingly

Exemplifying: for instance, namely, a case in point, in particular

Conceding: admittedly, granted, there is no denying that

Sequencing: initially, subsequently, thereafter, ultimately

Reformulating: in other words, or rather, that is to say
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Discoure Markers – Practice Test
C1 | 30 Questions: Multiple Choice, Fill-in-the-Gap & Fill-in-the-Blank

Part 1: Multiple Choice (Questions 1–10)

1 The government promised to reduce unemployment. ___, the latest figures show a significant

rise in jobless claims.

A Moreover

B Consequently

C Notwithstanding

D Paradoxically

2 The project was underfunded and understaffed. ___, the team managed to deliver exceptional

results ahead of schedule.

A Even so

B Therefore

C In addition

D As a result

3 She is widely regarded as the foremost expert in her field. ___, her latest publication has been

met with considerable criticism.

A Thus

B Nevertheless

C Furthermore

D In light of this

4 The merger was approved by the board. ___ this, several senior executives announced their

resignations.

A In spite of

B Owing to

C In addition to

D By virtue of
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5 The new policy will reduce administrative costs. ___, it is expected to improve efficiency across

all departments.

A Conversely

B By contrast

C Over and above that

D Albeit

6 The findings were groundbreaking; ___, they have not yet been replicated by independent

researchers.

A that said

B as such

C to this end

D in turn

7 The committee reviewed all the available evidence. ___, they concluded that the defendant could

not be held responsible.

A In due course

B On these grounds

C To that effect

D At any rate

8 The study presents compelling data on climate change. ___, one must acknowledge the

limitations of the sample size.

A With that in mind

B Needless to say

C All the same

D By the same token

9 The author argues that economic inequality is the root cause of social unrest. ___, she contends

that without structural reform, no lasting peace is possible.

A In other words

B For all that

C To put it differently

D By extension
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10 Many critics dismissed the film upon its initial release. ___, it has since become a celebrated

classic of world cinema.

A Inasmuch as

B In retrospect

C Henceforth

D With a view to

Part 2: Fill in the Gap (Questions 11–20)

11 The project was completed on time; ___, the client expressed complete satisfaction with the

results.

A consequently

B nevertheless

C conversely

12 ___ the economic downturn, the company managed to increase its market share significantly.

A Notwithstanding

B Owing to

C In light of

13 The new policy has several advantages; ___, it is not without its critics.

A that said

B as a result

C in other words

14 He is, ___, one of the most accomplished linguists of his generation.

A without doubt

B in contrast

C by the same token

15 The data strongly supports the hypothesis; ___, further testing is still required before drawing

conclusions.

A even so

B accordingly

C that is to say
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16 ___ the findings are preliminary, they indicate a significant correlation between diet and

cognitive function.

A Albeit

B Provided that

C Given that

17 The minister's speech was ambitious; ___, it lacked any concrete proposals for implementation.

A by the same token

B nonetheless

C in addition

18 The author explores themes of identity and belonging; ___, the novel functions as a critique of

postcolonial society.

A more to the point

B by contrast

C to that end

19 ___, the committee agreed to postpone the vote until further evidence could be gathered.

A On balance

B In that case

C By all means

20 The reforms were well-intentioned; ___, their implementation exposed deep structural flaws in

the system.

A in practice

B for all that

C in turn

Part 3: Fill in the Blank (Questions 21–30)

21 The project was underfunded; _________________ , the team delivered outstanding results on

time.

22 She had years of experience in the field. _________________ , her academic credentials were

impeccable, making her the ideal candidate.
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23 The data suggests a link between stress and productivity loss. _________________ , working

under constant pressure may actually reduce your efficiency.

24 There are several reasons the policy failed. _________________ , insufficient funding was

allocated during the initial phase.

25 The committee reviewed the proposal for weeks. _________________ , they decided to reject it

due to budget constraints.

26 Many experts advocate for renewable energy. _________________ , the transition poses

significant economic challenges for developing nations.

27 The new legislation aims to reduce carbon emissions. _________________ , it seeks to stimulate

investment in green technologies.

28 The initial results were promising; _________________ , subsequent trials failed to replicate the

findings with statistical significance.

29 The author presents a compelling argument. _________________ , critics have pointed out

several logical inconsistencies in the reasoning.

30 The government introduced austerity measures _________________ reducing the national deficit

over a five-year period.
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Answer Key & Explanations
Discoure Markers | C1

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. D Correct Answer: Paradoxically ✅  Explanation: Paradoxically is used to introduce a statement

that seems to contradict what was previously said, yet may still be true. It highlights an ironic or

unexpected contrast, as in the government promised one thing, yet the opposite occurred.

Notwithstanding means 'despite,' while consequently signals result, and moreover adds

information.

2. A Correct Answer: Even so ✅  Explanation: Even so is a concessive discourse marker meaning

'despite what has just been said.' It introduces a surprising or contrasting outcome that follows

an acknowledged difficulty. Even so, the team succeeded contrasts with the poor conditions

described. Therefore and as a result signal logical consequence, not contrast.

3. B Correct Answer: Nevertheless ✅  Explanation: Nevertheless is a formal concessive marker used

to introduce a point that contrasts with or is unexpected given what preceded it. It signals that

despite her high reputation, criticism still occurred. Thus and in light of this express

consequence, and furthermore adds information rather than contrasting it.

4. A Correct Answer: In spite of ✅  Explanation: In spite of is a prepositional concessive marker that

introduces a contrasting circumstance. The resignations are surprising given the approval,

making contrast the appropriate logical relationship. Owing to and by virtue of express cause or

means, while in addition to adds information rather than contrasting.

5. C Correct Answer: Over and above that ✅  Explanation: Over and above that is a formal additive

discourse marker meaning 'in addition to what has already been mentioned,' used to reinforce

or extend a previous point with further benefit. Conversely and by contrast signal contrast,

while albeit is a concessive conjunction meaning 'although,' not an additive marker.

6. A Correct Answer: that said ✅  Explanation: That said is a concessive discourse marker used to

introduce a qualification or limitation of a preceding statement. It acknowledges the positive

claim while signalling an important caveat. As such draws a logical inference, to this end signals

purpose, and in turn indicates sequence or reciprocity.

7. B Correct Answer: On these grounds ✅  Explanation: On these grounds is a resultative discourse

marker that signals a conclusion or decision based on prior reasoning or evidence. It explicitly

links the committee's review to their final decision. In due course indicates time, to that effect

refers to meaning or purpose, and at any rate is used to reassert or qualify a point regardless of

other factors.
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8. C Correct Answer: All the same ✅  Explanation: All the same is a concessive marker meaning

'nevertheless' or 'even so,' used to introduce a contrasting or limiting point while

acknowledging the validity of the prior statement. With that in mind signals consequence based

on prior context, needless to say introduces obvious information, and by the same token draws

a parallel, not a contrast.

9. D Correct Answer: By extension ✅  Explanation: By extension is used to introduce a logical

inference or broader implication drawn from a previous statement. It shows that the second

claim is a natural consequence of accepting the first. In other words and to put it differently

both signal reformulation or clarification, while for all that is concessive, meaning 'despite

everything.'

10. B Correct Answer: In retrospect ✅  Explanation: In retrospect is a temporal and evaluative

discourse marker meaning 'looking back on the past with knowledge of what followed.' It

frames the film's later recognition as a reassessment over time. Inasmuch as expresses degree

or cause, henceforth signals a future change from a point in time, and with a view to expresses

purpose.

Part 2: Fill in the Gap

11. A Correct Answer: consequently ✅  Explanation: Consequently is a result discourse marker used

to show that one event logically follows from another. The project was completed on time;

consequently, the client was satisfied. Nevertheless signals contrast, and conversely signals an

opposite idea.

12. A Correct Answer: Notwithstanding ✅  Explanation: Notwithstanding is a formal concessive

discourse marker meaning 'in spite of,' used to introduce a surprising outcome.

Notwithstanding the economic downturn, they succeeded. Owing to expresses cause, and in

light of means 'considering.'

13. A Correct Answer: that said ✅  Explanation: That said is a concessive discourse marker used to

introduce a contrasting point while acknowledging what was previously stated. The policy has

advantages; that said, it is not without critics. As a result shows consequence, and in other

words signals reformulation.

14. A Correct Answer: without doubt ✅  Explanation: Without doubt is an emphatic discourse marker

used to assert something with strong certainty. He is, without doubt, one of the most

accomplished linguists. In contrast signals opposition, and by the same token adds a parallel

point.

15. A Correct Answer: even so ✅  Explanation: Even so is a concessive discourse marker that

acknowledges the previous point but introduces a contrasting reservation. The data supports

the hypothesis; even so, further testing is needed. Accordingly signals a consequence, and that

is to say signals clarification.
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16. A Correct Answer: Albeit ✅  Explanation: Albeit is a formal concessive discourse marker meaning

'although' or 'even though,' used to qualify a statement. Albeit the findings are preliminary,

they indicate a significant correlation. Provided that expresses a condition, and given that

expresses a reason.

17. A Correct Answer: nonetheless ✅  Explanation: Nonetheless is a contrast discourse marker

meaning 'in spite of this,' used to introduce an opposing idea after a positive statement. The

speech was ambitious; nonetheless, it lacked concrete proposals. By the same token adds a

parallel point, and in addition adds information.

18. A Correct Answer: more to the point ✅  Explanation: More to the point is a focusing discourse

marker used to introduce the most relevant or significant piece of information. The author

explores identity; more to the point, the novel critiques postcolonial society. By contrast signals

opposition, and to that end signals purpose.

19. A Correct Answer: On balance ✅  Explanation: On balance is a summarising discourse marker

used to indicate that a conclusion has been reached after considering all factors. On balance,

the committee agreed to postpone the vote. In that case responds to a condition, and by all

means expresses permission.

20. A Correct Answer: in practice ✅  Explanation: In practice is a contrast discourse marker used to

show a gap between theory or intention and reality. The reforms were well-intentioned; in

practice, they exposed deep structural flaws. For all that is concessive but less specific, and in

turn signals sequential consequence.

Part 3: Fill in the Blank

21. nevertheless|nonetheless Correct Answer: nevertheless / nonetheless ✅  Explanation:

Nevertheless and nonetheless are concessive discourse markers used to

introduce a contrasting idea that is surprising given what was said

before. They signal that despite the obstacle mentioned, a positive

outcome still occurred. The project was underfunded; nevertheless, the

team delivered outstanding results.

22. Furthermore|Moreover|In addition Correct Answer: Furthermore / Moreover / In addition ✅

Explanation: Furthermore, moreover, and in addition are additive

discourse markers used to introduce an extra point that

reinforces the argument. They signal that additional supporting

information follows. Furthermore, her academic credentials

were impeccable.

23. In other words Correct Answer: In other words ✅  Explanation: In other words is a reformulation

marker used to restate or clarify the previous point in simpler or more direct

language. It signals that what follows is a paraphrase of the preceding idea. In

other words, working under pressure reduces efficiency.
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24. To begin with Correct Answer: To begin with ✅  Explanation: To begin with is an enumeration

marker used to introduce the first in a series of points or reasons. It signals the start

of a structured list of arguments. To begin with, insufficient funding was allocated.

25. Ultimately Correct Answer: Ultimately ✅  Explanation: Ultimately is a conclusive discourse marker

that signals the final outcome or conclusion after a process or deliberation. It

emphasises that the decision or result represents the end point of events. Ultimately,

they decided to reject it.

26. That said|That being said Correct Answer: That said / That being said ✅  Explanation: That said

and that being said are concessive markers used to introduce a

qualification or counterpoint to what has just been stated. They

acknowledge the previous point while pivoting to a contrasting

perspective. That said, the transition poses economic challenges.

27. By the same token Correct Answer: By the same token ✅  Explanation: By the same token is an

additive or parallel reasoning marker used to introduce a point that follows

logically from, or is consistent with, the previous statement. It signals that both

ideas share the same underlying logic. By the same token, it seeks to stimulate

green investment.

28. however Correct Answer: however ✅  Explanation: However is a contrastive discourse marker

used to introduce information that contradicts or limits what was previously stated. It

signals a shift to an opposing or complicating idea. The results were promising; however,

trials failed to replicate them.

29. Even so Correct Answer: Even so ✅  Explanation: Even so is a concessive marker used to

acknowledge that despite the truth of the previous statement, the following point still

holds. It introduces an unexpected or surprising contrast. Even so, critics have pointed

out logical inconsistencies.

30. with a view to|so as to Correct Answer: with a view to / so as to ✅  Explanation: With a view to and

so as to are purposive discourse markers used to express the intention or

goal behind an action. They connect an action to its intended outcome at a

formal register appropriate for C1. They introduced measures with a view to

reducing the deficit.

Score Guide

27–30 Correct Excellent! You have mastered this topic.

23–26 Correct Very good! Review the rules you missed.

18–22 Correct Good start. Re-read the lesson and examples.

0–17 Correct Study the lesson again before retaking the test.

freetestenglish.com Page 19 of 19

https://freetestenglish.com/

