A1

Countries and Nationalities

Vocabulary Lesson, Examples & Practice Questions

Countries and Nationalities

Do you know how to say where you are from in English? Talking about countries and nationalities is one of
the first things you learn in English. It helps you introduce yourself, meet new people, and understand the

world around you.

Imagine this situation: You are at an international language school on your first day. You sit down and a
friendly student next to you says, "Hi! I'm Maria. I'm from Spain. Where are you from?" You want to answer,
but you need the right words. This lesson will give you exactly those words!

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to name common countries, say the correct nationality, and use

these words in simple everyday sentences.

Key Vocabulary and Meaning Breakdown

1. Countries

A country is a place in the world with its own government, people, and name. Here are some very common

countries in English.

Word /
Phrase

Part of Speech and Meaning

noun — a country in northern

Example Sentence

She lives in England,

Collocations [ Notes

We say in England, not on

England . . in a city called England. England is part of
Europe, part of the United Kingdom L
Manchester. Great Britain.
the United noun — a large country in North My brother lives in the Always use the before
e Unite
—— America, also called the USA or United States, in New United States. We also say
ates
America York. the US or the USA.
. Paris is the capital city No article needed: in France,
France noun — a country in western Europe .
of France. not in the France.
. My teacher is from in Germany — no article
Germany noun — a country in central Europe
Germany. needed.
. We are going on ) . .
. noun — a country in southern . . . in Spain — no article
Spain holiday to Spain this
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Europe

summer.

needed.
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Word /
Phrase

Part of Speech and Meaning

noun — a country in southern

Example Sentence

Pizza comes from

Collocations [ Notes

Italy . in Italy — no article needed.
Europe, shaped like a boot Italy.
Brazil noun — a large country in South The Amazon rainforest in Brazil — no article
razi
America is in Brazil. needed.
noun — a country in East Asia, Sushi is very popular in Japan — no article
Japan . .
made up of islands in Japan. needed.
Chi noun — a very large country in East The Great Wall is in in China — no article
ina
Asia China. needed.
- noun — a country in North America, My friend Carlos is in Mexico — no article
exico
south of the USA from Mexico. needed.
Australi noun — a country and continent in Kangaroos live in in Australia — no article
ustralia
the southern hemisphere Australia. needed.
5 . noun — the largest country in the Moscow is the capital in Russia — no article
ussia
world, in Europe and Asia city of Russia. needed.
. noun — a very large country in My colleague is from . . .
India . . in India — no article needed.
South Asia India.
noun — a country that includes . . .
. | am studying English Always use the: in the
the United England, Scotland, Wales, and . . . . .
) in the United United Kingdom or in the
Kingdom Northern Ireland. Often called the .
Kingdom. UK.

2. Nationalities

UK.

A nationality is the word that describes which country a person is from. In English, nationalities are almost

always adjectives. They always start with a capital letter.

Nationality

Country Example Sentence

(Adjective)

England [ the She is British. She is from People from England are English. People

English [ British

UK London. from the whole UK are British.
the United . He is American. He is from We do not say United Statesian. We say
American . . .
States California. American.
Marie is French. She The nationality and the language are the
France French

speaks French very well. same word: French.
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Country

Nationality

(Adjective)

Example Sentence

Germany

Spain

Italy

Brazil

Japan

China

Mexico

Australia

Russia

India

German

Spanish

Italian

Brazilian

Japanese

Chinese

Mexican

Australian

Russian

Indian

Hans is German. He is from

Berlin.

My friend is Spanish. She
loves flamenco.

Marco is Italian. He cooks
amazing pasta.

She is Brazilian and she
loves football.

Yuki is Japanese. She is
from Tokyo.

Li Wei is Chinese. He is
from Shanghai.

Carlos is Mexican. He loves

tacos.

Sarah is Australian. She is
from Sydney.

Ivan is Russian. He is from
Moscow.

Priya is Indian. She is a
doctor.

3. Useful Words for Talking About Where You Are From

The language is also called German.

The language is called Spanish.

The language is called Italian.

The language in Brazil is Portuguese,
not Brazilian.

The language is called Japanese.

The language is called Chinese (or
Mandarin).

The language in Mexico is Spanish.

Informal: Australians are sometimes
called Aussies.

The language is also called Russian.

India has many languages. The most
common is Hindi.

These words help you make sentences about countries and nationalities.

Word /
Phrase

country

nationality

capital city
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Part of Speech and
Meaning

noun — a nation with its

government and borders

noun — the country you
officially belong to

noun — the main city of
country, where the
government is

Example
Sentence

own Franceis a

beautiful country.

My nationality is
Italian.

a

Tokyo is the capital

city of Japan.

Collocations [ Notes

a country, my country, your country

What is your nationality?

the capital city of + country name
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Word /
Phrase

Part of Speech and

Meaning

noun — the words people

Example
Sentence

The language in

language use to communicate in a Brazil is

country Portuguese.

preposition — shows the
from place where someone or | am from Spain.

something comes from
L. verb phrase — to have your | live in Germany
live in .

home in a place now.

verb — to use a language to She speaks French
speak ) ]

communicate and English.

noun — an official document

. . | need my passport
passport that shows your nationality
to travel to Japan.

and lets you travel

noun — a very large area of Brazil is in the
continent land, e.g. Europe, Asia, continent of South

Africa

America.

Collocations and Useful Expressions

Collocations [ Notes

speak a language, learn a language

be from + country name: She is from
France.

live in + country or city: He lives in
Tokyo.

speak + language: | speak Spanish.

a British passport, show your passport

The seven continents: Europe, Asia,
Africa, North America, South America,
Australia/Oceania, Antarctica

These are natural word combinations and phrases that English speakers use when talking about countries and

nationalities. Practise saying them out loud!

be from + country

| am from Italy. She is from Japan. They are from Brazil.

come from + country

Where do you come from? | come from Mexico.

live in + country or city
He lives in France. We live in London.

speak + language

They speak Spanish. Do you speak English?

the capital city of + country
Rome is the capital city of Italy. Beijing is the capital city of China.

What is your nationality?
My nationality is Australian. /| am Australian.

Where are you from?
I am from Germany. /| come from Germany.
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a + nationality + person
She is a French person. He is a Japanese student.

travel to + country
| want to travel to Japan one day.

visit + country or city
We visited France last year.

Important Differences and Confusing Words

English vs British

Many learners use these two words in the wrong way. Here is the difference:

e English — from England only. England is one part of the United Kingdom.
She is English. She grew up in Birmingham, England.

o British — from the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales, or Northern Ireland).
He is British. He is from Edinburgh, Scotland.

So a person from Scotland is British, but not English. A person from England is both English and British.

From vs Live in

* from — tells us where you were born or where you come from originally.
I am from Spain. (I was born in Spain.)

o live in — tells us where you are living now.
I'live in the UK. (I am living in the UK at the moment.)

These can be different! For example: | am from Brazil, but I live in Germany.

Country vs Nationality

e country — a noun. The name of the place.
Japan is a beautiful country.

o nationality — a noun. The word that describes where a person is from.
My nationality is Japanese.

We use the country name after from: | am from Japan.
We use the nationality word after / am + adjective: | am Japanese.

The USA [ The UK — Countries That Need "the"

Most country names do NOT use the. But some country names do. Here are the most important ones for A1
learners:

o the United States (or the USA, the US)
» the United Kingdom (or the UK)

All other countries in this lesson (France, Japan, Germany, etc.) do not need the.

Common Mistakes
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X Sheis from the France.
She is from France. — Most country names do not use the.

X | am american.
I am American. — Nationalities always start with a capital letter in English.

X He is from United Kingdom.
He is from the United Kingdom. — Always use the with United Kingdom and United States.

X My nationality is Italy.
My nationality is Italian. — After My nationality is, use the nationality adjective, not the country name.

X Sheis Scotland.
She is from Scotland. — Use be from + country, not just be + country.

X | come from Spanish.
I come from Spain. — After come from, use the country name, not the nationality.

X Heisa english man.
He is an English man. — Use an before words that start with a vowel sound. Also, English needs a capital
letter.

X Whatis your country?
Where are you from? or What is your nationality? — We do not ask What is your country? in natural

English.

Countries and Nationalities: Quick Summary and Review

Well done! Here is a quick review of the most important things from this lesson:

¢ A country is a place in the world, like France, Japan, or Brazil.

* A nationality is an adjective that describes where a person is from, like French, Japanese, or Brazilian.

* Nationalities always start with a capital letter in English.

¢ Use be from or come from + country name to say where you are from: I am from Italy. | come from Italy.
e Use |l am + nationality to describe yourself: | am Italian.

» Most countries do not use the, but the United Kingdom and the United States always do.

o English and British are different. British includes people from Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland too.

e Use live in for where you are now, and from for where you originally come from.

Now practise countries and nationalities vocabulary in the exercises below.

freetestenglish.com Page 6 of 23


https://freetestenglish.com/

Countries and Nationalities — Practice Test

A1 | Practice Exercises: Multiple Choice, Fill-in-the-Gap, Fill-in-the-Blank, Matrix Matching & Sorting

Part 1: Multiple Choice (Questions 1-10)

n Someone from France is called

u French
B Frangais

Frenchish

a Francian

a What is the nationality of a person from Japan?

n Japanish
B Japaner

Japanese

n Japanic

B Choose the correct sentence.
B3 sheis Brazilish.
B She is Brazilan.
She is Brazilese.
n She is Brazilian.

n Which country does a German person come from?

u Austria

B Switzerland

Germany
a Netherlands

a What do we call a person from China?
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n My friend is from the USA. She is .

n Usaian
B American

Americish

B} united

Which word is the nationality for someone from Spain?

u Spanier
a Spaniel
Spanian
u Spanish

B Paulo is from Portugal. What is his nationality?

u Portugish

a Portugese
Portuguese

u Portugali

a Which country is a person from if they are Korean?

n Japan
B China
Korea
n Vietnam

m Anna is from Italy. She speaks .

Part 2: Fill in the Gap (Questions 11-20)

n Maria is from Madrid. She is _.

n Spanish
B French
Italian

freetestenglish.com
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m Tokyo is the capital city of ___.
n Japan
B China
Korea

m Pierre speaks French. He is probably from ___.

n France
a Germany

Portugal

m My friend is ___. She lives in Berlin.

u German
a Dutch

Swedish

m The ___ flagis red, white, and blue.

Paulo is from Brazil. He speaks .

u Portuguese
B Spanish
English

m Anna is . She comes from Rome.

n Italian
B Greek

Spanish
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m The Great Wall is a famous place in .

B china
B India
Russia

Colombian

Part 3: Fill in the Blank (Questions 21-30)

m Maria is from Spain. She is

a Tokyo is the capital city of

Pierre is from France. He is

London is the capital city of

Hans is from Germany. He is

Anna is from Italy. She speaks

N
N

Washington D.C. is the capital city of the United States of

Yuki is from Japan. She is

Carlos is from Brazil. He speaks

Beijing is the capital city of

Part 4: Matrix [ Match Values (Questions 31-40)
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m Match each country on the left with its correct nationality on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:
u Spanish B Brazilian
Japanese n French

Item [ Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)
France [ ]
Spain [ ]
Japan [ ]
Brazil [ ]

a Match each country on the left with its correct nationality on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

n Italian B Russian
Chinese a German

Item | Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)
China [ ]
Italy [ ]
Germany [ 1
Russia [ ]

B Match each nationality word on the left with the correct country on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:
u The United Kingdom B Australia
The United States

Item [ Phrase Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)
American [ ]
British [ ]
Australian [ ]

freetestenglish.com
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m Match each sentence on the left with the correct nationality word to complete it on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

u Canadian B Mexican

Egyptian

Item [ Phrase
He is from Mexico. He is __.
She is from Canada. Sheis ___.

They are from Egypt. They are ___.

Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

m Match each country on the left with the continent it belongs to on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

n Africa B Europe
o8 South America Asia
c (0

Item | Phrase
Japan
Nigeria
Argentina

Poland

Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

[
[

]
]

m Match each nationality on the left with the language most commonly spoken in that country on

the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

n German B Portuguese
Japanese a French

Item [ Phrase
Brazilian
German
Japanese

French

freetestenglish.com

Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

[
[

]
]
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Match each definition on the left with the correct vocabulary word on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:
u Turkish B Spanish
Korean

Item [ Phrase
The word for a person from Spain

The word for a person from Korea

The word for a person from Turkey

m Match each sentence on the left with the correct country name to complete it on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

n England B ltaly
China a France

Item | Phrase
The Eiffel Towerisin__
The Colosseumiisin___.

The Great Wall isin __.

Big Benisin___.

@ Match each country on the left with its capital city on the right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:

u Canberra B Tokyo

P Paris B Berlin

Item [ Phrase
Japan
France
Germany

Australia

freetestenglish.com

Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

[
[

]
]

Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)

[

[

]

]
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m Match each country or nationality word on the left with the correct word group description on the

right.

MATCHING OPTIONS:
n A country name

A word describing someone from a continent

Item |/ Phrase
Mexican
Brazil
Spanish

European

Part 5: Sort the Values (Questions 41-50)

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

Japan. from She is

a Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

Brazilian. He is

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

Canada. They from are

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

teacher French. My is

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

Where from? are you

freetestenglish.com

B Both a nationality and a language
a A nationality adjective

Write Match Letter (A, B, C...)
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m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

American. British. not am am | |

Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

capital Madrid Spain. the is of

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

Chinese Korean? Are you or

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

Mexico. friend from My is

m Arrange the words to make a correct sentence.

Italians. People called Italy from are
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Answer Key & Explanations

Countries and Nationalities | A1

Part 1: Multiple Choice

1. A
2 Cc
3. D
4. Cc
5 Cc
6. B
7 D
8. Cc
9. Cc
10. D

Correct Answer: French Explanation: French is the word for a person or thing from France. Marie is
French. She lives in Paris.

Correct Answer: Japanese Explanation: A person from Japan is called Japanese. Kenji is Japanese.
He is from Tokyo.

Correct Answer: She is Brazilian. Explanation: The correct nationality word for someone from Brazil
is Brazilian. Carla is Brazilian. She is from Sdo Paulo.

Correct Answer: Germany Explanation: A German person comes from Germany. Hans is German.
He lives in Berlin, the capital of Germany.

Correct Answer: Chinese Explanation: A person from China is called Chinese. Li Wei is Chinese.
She is from Beijing.

Correct Answer: American Explanation: A person from the USA (United States of America) is called
American. Sara is American. She is from New York.

Correct Answer: Spanish Explanation: A person from Spain is called Spanish. Carlos is Spanish. He
is from Madrid.

Correct Answer: Portuguese Explanation: A person from Portugal is called Portuguese. Paulo is
Portuguese. He lives in Lisbon.

Correct Answer: Korea Explanation: A Korean person comes from Korea. Ji-ho is Korean. He is from
Seoul.

Correct Answer: Italian Explanation: People from Italy speak Italian. Italian is also the word for the
nationality. Anna is Italian. She speaks Italian at home.

Part 2: Fill in the Gap

11. A
12. A
18. A

Correct Answer: Spanish Explanation: People from Spain are called Spanish. Madrid is the capital
city of Spain. Maria is from Madrid, so she is Spanish.

Correct Answer: Japan Explanation: Tokyo is the capital city of Japan. It is a very large and famous
city. Tokyo is in Japan.

Correct Answer: France Explanation: People from France speak French. Pierre is a common French
name. Pierre is from France.
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14. A Correct Answer: German Explanation: People from Germany are called German. Berlin is the capital
city of Germany. She lives in Berlin, so she is German.

15. A Correct Answer: American Explanation: The flag of the United States of America is red, white, and
blue. People from the USA are called American. The American flag has stars and stripes.

16. A Correct Answer: England Explanation: London is the capital city of England and the United
Kingdom. | want to visit London, England.

17. A Correct Answer: Portuguese Explanation: People from Brazil speak Portuguese. Brazil is the largest
country in South America. Paulo is Brazilian, so he speaks Portuguese.

18. A Correct Answer: ltalian Explanation: People from Italy are called Italian. Rome is the capital city of
Italy. Anna is from Rome, so she is Italian.

19. A Correct Answer: China Explanation: The Great Wall is a very famous landmark in China. It is very
long and very old. | want to see the Great Wall in China.

20. A Correct Answer: Mexican Explanation: People from Mexico are called Mexican. Mexico City is the
capital of Mexico. Carlos is from Mexico City, so he is Mexican.

Part 3: Fill in the Blank

21. Spanish Correct Answer: Spanish Explanation: The nationality for people from Spain is Spanish.
Maria speaks Spanish and lives in Madrid.

22. Japan Correct Answer: Japan Explanation: Tokyo is the capital city of Japan, a country in Asia.
People from Japan are called Japanese.

23. French Correct Answer: French Explanation: The nationality for people from France is French. Pierre
speaks French and eats French bread.

24. England|the United Kingdom|the UK  Correct Answer: England / the United Kingdom / the UK
Explanation: London is the famous capital city of England (also
known as the UK). People visit London from all over the world.

25. German Correct Answer: German Explanation: The nationality for people from Germany is German.
Hans speaks German and lives in Berlin.

26. Italian Correct Answer: Italian Explanation: People from Italy speak Italian. Anna is Italian and she
loves ltalian food like pizza.

27. America Correct Answer: America Explanation: The full name of the USA is the United States of
America. Washington D.C. is where the US president lives.
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28. Japanese Correct Answer: Japanese Explanation: The nationality for people from Japan is Japanese.
Yuki speaks Japanese and loves Japanese food like sushi.

29. Portuguese Correct Answer: Portuguese Explanation: The official language of Brazil is Portuguese.
Carlos is Brazilian and he speaks Portuguese every day.

30. china Correct Answer: China Explanation: Beijing is the capital city of China, a large country in Asia.
People from China are called Chinese.

Part 4: Matrix /[ Match Values

31. France: D - Spain: A - Japan: C - Brazil: B Correct Matches: - France = French - Spain = Spanish - Japan
-> Japanese - Brazil = Brazilian Explanation: These are the
adjective forms of each country name. She is French because
she comes from France. Nationality words often end in -ish, -
ese, -ian, or -ch.

32. China: C . Italy: A - Germany: D - Russia: B Correct Matches: - China = Chinese - Italy = Italian - Germany
- German - Russia = Russian Explanation: Nationality
adjectives describe where a person is from. He is Italian — he
comes from Italy. Notice that China ends in -ese, while Italy
and Russia use -an.

33. American: C ¢ British: A » Australian: B Correct Matches: - American = The United States - British = The
United Kingdom - Australian = Australia Explanation: American
refers to someone from the United States, British refers to
someone from the United Kingdom, and Australian refers to
someone from Australia. She is British — she is from the UK.
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34. Heisfrom Mexico. Heis___.: B - She is from Canada. Sheis ___.: A - They are from Egypt. They
are .C

Correct
Matches: -
He is from
Mexico. He
is___.=>
Mexican -
She is from
Canada.
Sheis ___.
- Canadian
- They are
from Egypt.
They are
.o
Egyptian
Explanation:
We use
nationality
adjectives
after the
verb to be
to say
where
someone is
from. He is
from
Mexico, so
he is
Mexican.
These
adjectives
are formed
from the
country
name.

35. Japan: D - Nigeria: A - Argentina: C - Poland: B Correct Matches: - Japan = Asia - Nigeria = Africa -
Argentina = South America - Poland = Europe
Explanation: Countries belong to different continents.

Japan is in Asia, Nigeria is in Africa, Argentina is in South

America, and Poland is in Europe. Knowing continents

helps us talk about where countries are located.

freetestenglish.com

Page 19 of 23


https://freetestenglish.com/

36. Brazilian: B - German: A - Japanese: C - French: D  Correct Matches: - Brazilian = Portuguese - German =

German - Japanese = Japanese - French = French

Explanation: In many countries, the language has the

same name as the nationality. However, Brazilians speak

Portuguese, not Brazilian — this is a common mistake.

She is Brazilian and she speaks Portuguese.

37. The word for a person from Spain: B - The word for a person from Korea: C « The word for a
person from Turkey: A

freetestenglish.com

Correct
Matches: -
The word
for a person
from Spain
- Spanish -
The word
for a person
from Korea
- Korean -
The word
for a person
from Turkey
= Turkish
Explanation:
Nationality
words
describe
people from
a specific
country. A
person from
Spain is
Spanish, a
person from
Korea is
Korean, and
a person
from Turkey
is Turkish.
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38. TheEiffel Towerisin___.: D - The Colosseumisin___.: B . The Great Wallisin___.: C - Big Ben Correct

isin__.:A

39. Japan:B - France: C - Germany: D - Australia: A

40. Mexican: D . Brazil: A « Spanish: B - European: C

freetestenglish.com

Matches: -
The Eiffel
Tower is in
N 4
France -
The
Colosseum
isin__.=>
Italy - The
Great Wall
isin__.=
China - Big
Benisin
N 4
England
Explanation:
Famous
landmarks
help us
identify
countries.
The Eiffel
Tower is a
famous
symbol of
France, and
the
Colosseum
is a famous
symbol of
Italy.

Correct Matches: - Japan = Tokyo - France = Paris -
Germany = Berlin - Australia = Canberra Explanation:
Every country has a capital city. Tokyo is the capital of
Japan, Paris is the capital of France. Note that Australia's
capital is Canberra, not Sydney — a common mistake!

Correct Matches: - Mexican = A nationality adjective -
Brazil & A country name - Spanish = Both a nationality
and a language - European = A word describing someone
from a continent Explanation: It is important to know
the difference between country names and nationality
adjectives. Brazil is a country, but Brazilian is the
nationality. Some words like Spanish can describe both a
person and a language. European describes someone
from the continent of Europe.
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Part 5: Sort the Values

41. Correct Answer: She is from Japan. Explanation: In simple statements about origin, the subject comes
first, followed by the verb is, and then the prepositional phrase from Japan. We use from to talk about which
country someone comes from.

42, Correct Answer: He is Brazilian. Explanation: To describe someone's nationality, use subject + is +
nationality adjective. The nationality adjective Brazilian always starts with a capital letter and comes after
the verb is.

43. Correct Answer: They are from Canada. Explanation: When the subject is plural (They), use are instead
of is. The structure is subject + are + from + country name. Country names like Canada always begin with a
capital letter.

44. Correct Answer: My teacher is French. Explanation: The possessive adjective My comes before the noun
teacher, followed by the verb is and the nationality adjective French. Nationality adjectives always start with
a capital letter in English.

45, Correct Answer: Where are you from? Explanation: To ask about someone's origin, use the question word
Where first, then the auxiliary verb are, followed by the subject you, and end with from?. This is a very
common question about nationality and country of origin.

46. Correct Answer: | am not American. | am British. Explanation: To make a negative sentence with be, add
not after the verb: | am not American. Then use a positive sentence to give the correct information: | am
British. Both nationality words start with a capital letter.

47. Correct Answer: Madrid is the capital of Spain. Explanation: This sentence uses the structure city + is +
the capital + of + country. The article the is used before capital because there is only one capital city. Both
Madrid and Spain are proper nouns and start with capital letters.

48. Correct Answer: Are you Chinese or Korean? Explanation: This is a yes/no question using a choice. The
auxiliary verb Are comes before the subject you. The conjunction or is placed between the two nationality
adjectives Chinese and Korean to offer a choice.

49. Correct Answer: My friend is from Mexico. Explanation: The sentence follows the basic structure:
possessive adjective + noun + verb + prepositional phrase. My modifies the noun friend, the singular verb is
follows, and the phrase from Mexico tells us the country of origin.

50. Correct Answer: People from Italy are called Italians. Explanation: This sentence uses the passive
structure are called to explain what nationality word is used for people from a country. The structure is
People from + country + are called + nationality word. Italy and Italians both start with capital letters.
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45-50 Correct Excellent! You have mastered this topic.
38-44 Correct Very good! Review the rules you missed.
30-37 Correct Good start. Re-read the lesson and examples.
0-29 Correct Study the lesson again before retaking the test.
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